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The following chart describes the respective parents of John Pickering
and Sarah Jane Harris:

William PICKERING —1—— Hannah LATTON
c 12 Nov 1769 b 15 Nov 1776
All Saints, c31Jan 1777
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Woodhorn
(Northumberland) (Northumberland)

m 30 May 1799
Hartburn (Northumberland)

Francis Coleman HARRIS Dorothy PEARSON
c 18 Apr 1785 b ~1790
Baptist church Winchester

Broadmead, Bristol (Hampshire)

d 13 Sep 1866
69 Patshull Road,
Kentish Town,
St Pancras (Middlesex)

m 19 Nov 1808
St Mary’s, Portsea (Hampshire)

John PICKERING Sarah Jane HARRIS
b 1815 Deanham b 29 Jan 1812
(Northumberland) Hoxton (London)
c 10 Apr 1815 Hartburn d 10 OCT 1889
d 15 Jun 1892 Islington (London)
Ely (Cambridgeshire)
m 8 Apr 1841

Christ Church, Blackfriars Road,
Southwark (London)

Item 7-1: John Pickering, Sarah Jane Harris and their respective parents.

I shall now present the few available facts concerning the Pickering line,
and then I shall work back up along the Harris line. Most of this chapter will
then deal with the vast subject of the Lattons and their ancestors.
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Chapter 7

Birthplace of John Pickering

The UK census of 1851 informed us [item 6-5] that John Pickering was
born in Hartburn (Northumberland), which was the place where his parents
were married. Then the census of 1861 [item 6-44] indicated his birthplace
as Deanham (Northumberland), which was part of the Wallington Demesne,
to the west of Morpeth.
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Item 7-2: Wallington Demesne, near Morpeth, containing ruins of Deanham.

Readers can use Google Maps to see that Hartburn and the site known as
Wallington Demesne lie side by side, to the west of Morpeth. Woodhorn, the
birthplace of John’s mother Hannah, is located to the east, alongside the road
that leads into Newbiggin-by-the-Sea.

In A History of Northumberland by John Hodgson (1828), part 2, volume
2, pages 294 and 295, there are several references to Deanham, which was an
ancient place whose name was once written as Danum, Denome, Denom or
Deneham. This document can be downloaded from Google Books.
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The marriage of William Pickering and Hannah Latton on 30 May 1799,
at St Andrew’s church in Hartburn, is mentioned in the Mormon database.

Item 7-3: Church of St Andrew in Hartburn.

They had five children, all christened at Hartburn.

John PICKERING

William PICKERING Hannah LATTON
¢ 12 Nov 1769 b 15 Nov 1776
All Saints, c31)an 1777
Newcastle-upon-Tyne Woodhorn
(Northumberland) {Northumberland)
m 30 MaK 1799
Hartburn (Northumberland)
1 2] 3| 4 5|
Stephen William John
PICKERING PICKERING PICKERING
b 24 Sep 1803 b 28 Oct 1807 b 1815 Deanham
¢ 26 Sep 1803 Hartburn ¢ 8 Jan 1805 Hartburn Northumberland)
¢ 10 Apr 1815 Hartburn
Henry John Hannah Catherine
PICKERING PICKERING
b 6 Jan 1805 c 7 Jan 1813 Hartburn

¢ 8 Jan 1805 Hartburn

Item 7-4: Family of William Pickering and Hannah Latton.
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Pickering origins

My presentation of Pickering ancestry goes no further back than the
christening of William, son of John Pickering, on 12 November 1769, in
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. But I would imagine that further in-depth research
could yield older information.

The Pickering surname seems to have originated in North Yorkshire,
where there is a village named Pickering. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of
English Place-Names by E Ekwall indicates that the Domesday Book speaks
of Picheringa. Apparently, Piceringas was an ancient tribal name, but there is
no clear explanation of its origins. In The Place-Names of the North Riding of
Yorkshire by A H Smith (Cambridge, 1928), it is said that the term Pikeringes
appeared in 1110. In the Pipe Rolls of 1130, the name appears as Pinchering.
In the Close Rolls of 1208, it was written as Pikering.

There have been several famous Pickerings in English history. Queen
Elizabeth had a suitor named William Pickering, a diplomat. Paradise Lost
by John Milton was published in 1835 by William Pickering, Chancery Lane.

Census of 1841

The UK census of 1841 indicates that a William Pickering, 70, described
as a druggist, was residing with his wife Hannah, also 70, at Bakewell in
Derbyshire.

7 Pl /bué«a«;ﬂ (
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Item 7-5: UK census of 1841: p0531b1y our earhest known Pickering ancestors.

This couple could well be the parents of our John Pickering (in which
case the woman’s age is inexact). If that were a fact, I have no idea why they
would have moved from Northumberland to Derbyshire.
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Harris ancestral line

Let us turn now to the family of Sarah Jane Harris. I include here a chart
of her family that we saw already in the previous chapter [item 6-40}.

Francis Coleman HARRIS —1—— Dorothy PEARSON
c 18 Apr 1785 b ~1790
Baptist church Winchester (Hampshire)
Broadmead, Bristol
d 13 Sep 1866
69 Patshull Road,
Kentish Town,
St Pancras (Middlesex)

m 19 Nov 1808 St Mary's, Portsea (Hampshire)

L Sarah Jane HARRIS

b 29 Jan 1812 Hoxton (London)

m John PICKERING 1841 — 4 children

d 10 Oct 1889 Islington South West (London)

2 Charles Butler HARRIS

b 16 May 1816 Kennington (Surrey)

m Jane Elizabeth TOYNE 1846 — 7 children
m Elizabeth TOYNE - 4 children

d 27 May 1904 St Albans (Hertfordshire)

L3 Philip Pearson HARRIS
b 15 Aug 1820
m Annie VANKOUGHNET 1845

14 Edward Marshall HARRIS
b 15 Jan 1823 ? (Surrey)

5 Elizabeth Eleanor HARRIS

b ~1825 Brixton (Surrey)

m George CRANDELL 1852 — 4 children
d Jun 1905 Islington (London)

-8 Dorothy HARRIS
b ~1829 Kennington (Surrey)

A Ebenezer Coleman HARRIS

b ~1832 Kennington

m Clara KENNERLEY 1852

d Dec 1872 Preston (Lancashire)

8 Henry Martyn HARRIS

b 5 Dec 1833 Southwark (Surrey)
d 14 Dec 1837 Southwark

Item 7-6: Family of Francis Coleman Harris and Dorothy Pearson.

When I started to write this chapter, I knew little about this family and
their origins. Since then, I have been in contact with a young New Zealand
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woman, Mary-Jane Howard, who is a descendant of Charles Butler Harris
[1816-1904]. Much of the information I present here concerning our Harris
ancestors was provided by Mary-Jane.

Before moving back up along the Harris ancestral line, I want to relate an
interesting anecdote concerning Mary-Jane’s ancestor Charles Butler Harris,
whose portrait was included in my previous chapter [item 6-15]. He was the
victim of a minor act of theft, which probably took place in 1838, or maybe a
year earlier, when Charles was aged 22. This theft gave rise to a court case at
the Old Bailey in London, described in the following Minutes of Evidence.

WILSON, MAYOR.

CENTRAL CRIMINAL COURT.

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE,

Caken in Hhort-hany

BY HENRY BUCKLER.

MEIX.
11275 ‘/"
li¥e)

MIOS VIL

LONDON:
GEORGE HEBERT, CHEAPSIDF,
WILLIAM TYLER, PRINTER, BOLT.COURT, FLEET.STREET.

SESSION

185
Item 7-7: Minutes of Evidence of the Old Bailey, 1838.

Here is the story of this apparent theft:
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283. WILLIAM HARVEY was indicted for ing, on the 19th of
November, | oz. weight of tea, value 44,, the of Chazles Butler Harris,

Eowarp Marsuace Hanuis, | live with Charles Butler Hanis, he is
my master and brother, and keeps a shop in Nicholas-lane ; he sells cocoa,
tes, and coffee. | have known the prisoner upwards of a month—he is a
watch-patrol—be asked me to take some tea from my brother without his
knowledge—be came to me one night, and said there bad been a man there
who, when he came bome drunk, used to give him some tes, not to say any
thing about it—1 told my brother, and he told me perbaps he was doing it
to try my honesty, and to take something and offer to him, if be came
o;nh-—lteotnmmudoﬁcduhi-—hmkn—bpuitiaw
his pocket, and took it off home—he was taken the last time he came, and
the tea was found upon him.

Prisoner. He me into the house, and told me there was no harm
in it, as he was a partoer with his brother—he pushed it into my pocket-—it
was given to me as a present.

Jawxs Prance. | am in the service of the prosecutor—I saw the
prisoner come in one Monday evening, when my master was gone to Croy-
don—he stood by the fire, and said, * | should like some of that cocoa'
Marshall said, “ I cannot give you any, for fear my master would miss
them "—the prisoner said, * I should like some of that gunpowder tea,”
~Marshall opened the canister, and put the scoop in, and said, * I cannot
reach it "—the prisoner got some tea.

Prisoner. Q. Did you not hear him eall me into the place, and tell me
be was in partnership with his brother ! A. No, you said, “ He won't tell
‘y':unumr.lnhcpoot man's son, he may have to do it himself some

y."

Cuanres Borien Hanmis. This tea and cocoa are mine—(looking at
them)—it was marked previously by direction of the officer—the prisoner
was searched in my counting-house, on the 19th of November, and it was
found on him-~he received the cocoa balf an bour before he took the tea—
be asked me to pardon him, and said he would go down on bis knees a
bundred times for me to pardon him.

Prisoncr. 1 have been twenty-two years a soldier, and vever bad any
thing against my character.

GUILTY. Aged 32.—Transported for Seven Years.

Item 7-8: Theft of tea from Charles Butler Harris.

A description of Charles Butler Harris appeared in Crockford's Clerical
Directory, 1874.

HARRIS, Charles Butler, Dunstable—Quecens
Coll. Oam. B.A, 1845, M.A, 1865; Deac. and Pr, 1845.
Dunstable Coll. and Commercial Sch. Formorly P. 0. of
Helsington, Westmoroland, 1851-60. [24F

Item 7-9: Biographical summary of Charles Butler Harris.

In 1845, 29-year-old Charles Butler Harris obtained his Bachelor of Arts
at Queens College, Cambridge. Ordained as a deacon, he was immediately
appointed principal at Dunstable College in Bedfordshire. From 1851 to
1860, he was the perpetual curate of Helsington, up in the Lake District.
Then he returned to university, at the age of 49, to obtain his Master of Arts.
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Harris ancestors

The following chart presents the ancestors of Francis Coleman Harris:

John HARRIS Susannah ALLEN
d 26 Mar 1771
Bristol
John HARRIS Sarah BULL
b 1722 b 1729

f 20 May 1801 d 11 Jan 1806
St Paul’s, Bristol Stokes Croft, Bristol

John GOOD Jane
b 1736 |

John HARRIS — Jane GOOD
b 14 Dec 1756 b 1768
Bristol d 23 Apr 1813
d 22 Jan 1846 Woolwich (London)
Camberwell (Surrey)

m 1783

Francis Coleman HARRIS John HARRIS  Jane Good HARRIS
b ~1784 ¢ 18 Apr 1785 Bristol b ~1784 b 4 Jun 1786
d 13 Sep 1866 Bristol
St Pancras (Middlesex) d 1853 Bristol

Item 7-10: Ancestors of Francis Coleman Harris.

There are no less than four men named John Harris. We are particularly
interested in the father and the grandfather of Francis Coleman Harris: that
is, John Harris [1756-1846] and John Harris [1722-1801].
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John Harris the London bookman

Throughout his life, John Harris [1756-1846] worked professionally in
London’s book world, both as a bookshop employee/owner and as a book
publisher. Here is a description of him in Fifty Years' Recollections of an Old
Bookseller by William West, 1837, pp 51-2:

At the time my brother
was bound an apprentice to Evans, about the year 1778, his
principal assistant was Mr. John Harris, a gentleman who
had then been with him several years, possessing considera-
ble ability, with every other requisite, in attention, expedi-
tion and perseverance, to acquire a fortune, and which has
been realized, I believe, that after remaining with Mr.
Evans for nearly fourteen years, he in compliance with his
employer's wish settled for a short period, as a bookseller
at Bury St Edmund’s, but, from the activity of his disposi-
tion, and the energies of his mind, he soon became disgus~
ted with so dull and inactive a life, compared with the ex-
traordinary and necessary exertion required of a wholesale
bookseller in Paternoster row. At the period of his retura,
in 1785, my brother had left Evaas, and I supplied the va-
cancy. Mr. Harris returned to his avacation as manager,
pro tempore, but his dispositon, and Evans’s eccentric and
positive habits, (added to a blind partiality to his sen) but
ill accorded. A separation took place, and for a short pe-
riod {Mr. H. conducted the business of the late John Mueray,
(father of the present well-known bookseller of that name) a
gentleman of good education and of considerable tact in that
day, but being & man of strong passions, as well as of a
sirong mind, the irritability of the Scotchman (Murray) even
surpassed that of the Welchman (Evans) and Mr. Harria
gladly made his retreat to a spot more congenial 1o his miod,
which was the establishment of the late Mr, Fraacis New-
Berry, bookaelles, at the west end of St. Paul's, who was,
for several years, publisher of the Gentleman’s Magazine, he
died in January 8, 1780, s widow survived Lim many
years, but retired from busiuess which Mr. Harris baving
conducted for a length of time, succeeded to, and has retived
from with an ample fortune, leaving the establishment to his
son, the present Mr. John Harris, who can boast of one of
the most respectable conceros, in its way, in the kingdom.

Item 7-11: Allusion to John Harris written by William West.
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This comment by William West in the same book, p 115, suggests that
John Harris was a small man:

T shall mext characterize my honest Friend Mr. Jo/iw
Harris, which is an epithet so deservedly due to his memory,
that I do not think there is a Bookseller in London but what
will own him a just Man as they ever knew. His little body*®
(as Cowley calls it) was a sort of Cupid’s bow; but what
Nature denied hiny in bulk and straightness, she gave him in
wit and vigour

“ Of all honest Booksellers 4 if you'd Eave the marrow,
Repair to King Jobn, at the sign of the harrow.”

® This reminds me of a compliment paid in the true Johnsonian style,

the Jate great and learned Dr. Parr, to Mr. James Belcher,an eminent

ler, in Birmiogham, and formerly a pupil of Dr. Parrs. He

was very slight in his body and lege—Pair observed of him that ** He had
the body of a Butterfly, with the head of an Elephans,!" W.wW.

Item 7-12: Another allusion to John Harris by William West.

This is John Harris’s bookshop in St Paul’s Churchyard:
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Item 7-13: John Harris’s bookshop in St Paul’s Churchyard.

The following six pages are a catalog of books published by John Harris.
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PUBLISHED BY JOHN HARRIS,
ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD.

By the Same Author.

THE SON OF A GENIUS, a Tale. Price 45, extra

ELLEN THE TEACHER, a Tale. Price 2. 6d.
half-bound.

THEODO OR THE CRUSADERS, a Tale.
Price 3s. 6d. half-bound.

OFFICER’S WIDOW AND HER YOUNG FA-
MILY, a Tale. Price 25, 6d. half~bound.

ALFRED CAMPBELL, the Young Pilgrim; con.
taining Travels in and the Holy Land. With twenty.
four Engra Gs. 6d. half-bound.,

TRAVELS IN EGYPT AND ARABIA PETREA,
or Alfred Campbell's second Pilgrimage. With twelve

Price 5s. 6d.
DELAIDE, OR THE INTREPID DAUGHTER,
a Tale founded on fact. With twenty-four Engravings.
Price 5s. half-bound.

Also the following, by various Authors, 25. 6d. ecach.

WELCOME VISITOR ; or, the Good Uncle. A
Collection of Original Stories, containing several well.
authenticated Anecdotes, displaying striking Traits of Vir.
tue and Herolsm in Early Life. Second Edition.

BIRDS ON THE WING ; or, Pleasant Tales and
Useful Hints on the value and right use of Time. By
Miss Parker. Second Edition.

ALWAYS HAPPY ; or, Ancodotes of Felix and his
Sister Serena, a Tale, written for Her Childreg, by a Mo.
ther. Sixth Edition.

RIGHT AND WRONG, exhibited in the History of
Rosa Mi\&nu. l{{'. Mother. New Edition.

KNOWL

I’KB" e EDGE ; c,h'l'hht in wmg;‘a
umm{w- Edition.

Item 7-14: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 1 of 6).
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292

2 Just Published

NURSERY MORALS, chiefly in Monosyllables. By
s Mother. With -four Plates. Third Edition.

COOPER'S HI RY OP ENGLAND, from the
carliest Period to the Present Time ; onoplntm
mended by the Earl of

CHOSROES AND HERACLIUS, a Tale from the
Roman History. By Mis Sandham.

ROBINSON CRUSOE ; a new and improved Edition,
with twelve

vings.
THE STO Y-TBLLBR; a collection of Original

Tales. With
LE BABILLAZD, an amusing Introduction to the
French . By a French Lady.
f:‘,’\%}i‘%n“a‘;&"&%‘éﬂ’f‘“ e ineesing Sty
; or
of Goody TwoShoes rendered into familiar Verse. Wi
twenty vi Bound in coloured Cloth. .
CONVERSATIONS ON ASTRONOMY. With
several appropriate Engravings. Do.
CHIT.CHAT ; or, Short Tales in Short Words.
the Author of “ Always Happy.” With thirty.nine En.

EASY RHYMES. Written by a Lady. With a va.
riety of Bnmvhp. 18mo. Second Edition.

SHOR TORIES. dl Lady. With plates, square,
bound in cloth,

NURSERY PABLBS. Do.
THE LADDBR TO LEARNING; a Collection of

Fables, nly in one,
two, and S lhbla. Edmd b{‘uu.
Trimmer. Wlth cightyseven Engravings on

Price 8s. 6d. New Edition.
THE LITERARY BOX, the Contribu-
tions of the Evelyn Family ; consisting of Instructive and

Amusing Tales, in Prose and Verse. With Engravings,
Price 3s. Gd.

MARMADUKE MULTIPLY'S Merry Methed of

making Minor Mathematicians ; or the Multi Ta-
I‘»:.“. With sixty.nine appropriate Price

SCENES OF BRITISH WEALTH, in its Produce,
Manufacture, and Commerce, for litde ‘l‘ury-u.llomc

Item 7-15: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 2 of 6).
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by John Harris. 3

Travellers of every Country. By the Rev. L. Taylor. Il
Justrated with Eighty-four Engravings. Second Edition.
Price 7s. 6d.

SCENES IN ENGLAND, for the Amusement and
Instruction of little Tary-at-Home Travellers. By the Rev.
Isaac Taylor, Author of “Scenes in Em With
eighty-four Engrav Price 5x. New

THE TWIN SISTERS, or the Advantages of Reli-
m:. rm:m Edition. By Miss Sandham. 18mo.,

“bound,
TRUE STORIES P‘R&)I milgl.)fhn:“ HISTORY,
arran,
»mmmau’;.&m nyunAm'&«m
Btories Ancient History,” &c. Tlastrated twenty-
four Engravings. Third Edition, price 7s.

TRUE :n'l;ORIES Pl‘!g:l &NCIBN’I‘ o‘!.l‘la‘l'qwi\é
to the Death of . By the Author of “ True
Stories from Modern History,” &c. Fifth Edition. Ilus.
trated with seventy-two Engravings. Price 7s. 6d.

TRUE STORIES FROM THE HISTORY OF
SCOTLAND. Illustrated with twelve Engravings, Third
Edition. Price 4s.

THE ADVENTURES OF DON JUAN DE UL.
LOA,hlVoy-ng to Calicut, soon after the discovery of
India by Vasco de Gama, the Coral Feast at
Benin, and the Mysteries of the of Brahma ; with
twenty-four vings. Price 75 bound.

CLAUDINE ; or Humility the Basis of all the Vir-
tues. A Swiss Tale. By the Author of “ Ahnplhpg."
&c. Ilustrated by twelve appropriste Engravings. New

ot of Bt e Bt s s
Nubia ; wit
Observations of a Mother to her and illustrated
with twenty.four Plates. To which is ashort Ac-
count of the Traveller's Death, Fourth Edition. Price Gs.

GEOGRAPHICAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL EX.
ERCISES, designed for the Use of Young Ladies. By Mr.
Butler. Accompanied with M A New Editon,

improved. By Son, J. O, . Price 45

Item 7-16: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 3 of 6).
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294

4 Just Published

THE LITTLEGRAMMARIAN, a familiar and amus-
ing Introduction to English Grammar. the Rev. W
Frercuer. Ilustrated with Twelve &e.
half-bound. Price 2. 6d.

THE SMUGGLER'S SON ; or, Sherwood Quarry ;
a Tale. By the Author of “ Don Ulloa's Travels.”” With

hundgka. Price 2« 6d.
THE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE, a Tale. By the Au-
thor of “ Don Ulloa’s Travels.” With tispiece. Price 3.
THE TRANSFORMATION OF A BEECH
TREE : or, the History of a Favourite Black Chair. Upon
the plan of “ Memoirsof a Peg Top,” &c. &e. With Frontis.
picce ; sewed with leather back. Price 1s. 6d.
THE PICTURESQUE PRIMER, or Useful Matter
made Pastime. Illustrated with numerous Cuts,

coloured, 4s.
THE ADVENTURES OF CONGO ; a true Account
d‘lSh!p'nek.k New Edition ; 18mo. With Frontis-

STORIES FROM THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND.

from the earliest period to the Death of George 111. Second

Edition, with considerable additions and emendations, and a
Poetical Chronology of each Reign. IMustrated with thirty.
six superior Engravings on steel. By the Author of * Stories
from Ancient History,” &e¢. &e.  Price 7s. 6d.

THE ABBE GAULTIER'S COMPLETE COURSE
OF GEOGRAPHY, revised and corrected by J. Aspin.
With coloured Maps, one vol. fol. Improved to the present
c‘i;ne, A:;th an end:’ m)ls“}lfwi Maps, from ?minp by

I. n, engray r. tt. 21s.

Set of Counters to L Price 10s. 6d.

A FAMILIAR INTRODUCTION TO GEOGRA.
PHY. By the Ansx GavrriEn. Square 10mo. coloured
cloth. Price 3s. with coloured Maps,

That portion of the larger Work which it Is recommended the
Papil sloald commit to memory, baving been considered by several
Parents ani Tutors as onsuitable, from its bel ‘m unle
Sormiy with the Maps in the Pelle tice, & smelier odition hes beew
prepared to meet this only objection to the excellent and approved

plan of the AbLE Gaunltier.

: THE YOUNG CADET; or, Henry Delamere's
YOoYacr to Ixpia, his Travels in Hindostan, his Account
of the Bunmese Wan, and the Wonders of Elora. By
Mus. Horraxn, Author of “ The Son of a Genius.™

Item 7-17: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 4 of 6).



Back to the Conqueror

by John Harris )

"'Mmbd‘l,wthe!’m‘m &e. &e. Il-
lustrated by Price 5s. 6d. halfbound.
THBJUVENILERA R. In a Series of easy

s * [Where'er we roam,
Our first, best country, aver s at home, "—lmm

With twelve i Price 3s. 6d. half-bound.

BEGINNINGS OF EUROPEAN BIOGRAPHY,
“ The Early Ages ;" *“ or Sketches of the Lives of Eminent
Persons of those 'l‘tmu. The Period mptbudtd h
this Volume is from the Decline of the Roman E
the Reign of Charlemagne. By the Rev. Isaac

appeoved. Woeks o Young. People.” Mhasernsed e

twenty-four superior Engravings, from appropriate Designs.
Price 6s. half-bound. -

BEGINNINGS OF EUROPEAN BIOGRAPHY,
“ The Middie Ages.” By the Rev. Isaac Tavron.
m‘l‘:el;ocmdgvhiond;hhn fllmstcwh, bdog!::

istory of Europe during i Ages; or,
the Revival of Learning under Charlemagne, to the /neen-
tion of Printing. Tlustrated with twenty-four Engra.
Price 1-. half-bound.
EGINNINGS OF EUROPEAN BIOGRAPHY,

“ The Latter Ages;” by the same Author, and a Con-
tinuation of the ing Works. The third division of
this Epitome thc History of Europe, from the In.
vention of Printing to the present Times. lllustrated with
twenty-four Engravings. Price 7. 6d. half-bound.

The Three Parts present to the Reader One Hundred Lives, con-
talning in their relation a Series of important lndh lntbo History

of the World, duriog the growth of Modern Eure and brin u
luto review those Men whe have been instrumen l-umon

ﬁ.OINNlNOB OF BRITISH BIOGRAPHY ;
’tlhel‘hu nfOnee:!u't:d;ed Pmauemincm h&:.
glish History. Ilustrat th forty-cight Engra
the Rev. Isaac Tavronr, Author of “ Scenes of Eﬂt‘
Wealth,” &e. Price 125, 2 vols. half-bound.

, COSMORAMA : or, a View of the Costumes, llu-
un, and Characteristics of all Nations. By J. Asriv,
Esq. With seventy-two vings. Pﬂa&.hdf-bmd.
yan 3 and 10s 6d. co

Item 7-18: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 5 of 6).
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[3 Just Published by Johin Harris.

STORIES FROM THE SCRIPTURE HISTORY
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT, on an improved Plan.

With twenty-four superior Eogravings. Price Gs. half-
&md.&gndmioa.

STORIES FROM THE SCRIPTURE HISTORY
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. By the same Author.
\E‘dl::o:aty-fou Engravings. Price 6s. half-bound. Second

SCENES OF INDUSTRY, displayed in the Bee-hive
and the Ant-hill; a Description of the Bee and
the Ant. By the Author of “ Wars of the Jews,” &ec.
With Engravings. Price 5s. 6d. half-bound.

IDLE HOURS EMPLOYED; or, the New Publica.
tion: a Selection of Moral T by m«l Authors.
IMustrated by twenty-four Wood Cuts. ds. 6d. half-
bound, plain ; and 6s. coloured.

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS ; or, Scenes from Na.
tuee. By the Author of “ Fruits of Enterprize,” “ Grove
C "' &e.  18mo. half-bound.  Price 2« 6d.

INFANTINE KNOWLEDGE ; a Spelling Book, on
aPouulnl’lm. By the Author of “ The Child’s Giram-
mar.” With numerous Engravings, Price 3s. bound in

This Pablication differs from its predecessors, in presenting to
the kearmer a more qnhu selection of small words, and saitable
reading exercises. e latter containe & novel explanation
of the Use of Numerals—=The Divisicn of Time—The Euzlish Colns
~The Maliiplication ‘Table in Rbvme—listorical Sketches of the
Kings of rngland in Rhyme—Select Poetry —The Chureh Catechism,
&e. &e, &e, principally intended for private lastraction. and supe-
tior schoels, or as & wore attractive and elegant substitute for Spel-
ling Books generally in use,

THE YOUNG PILGRIM; or, Alfred Cam s
Return to the East, and his Travels in E vubia,
Asria Minor, Arobia, Petraa, &c. &c. By Mnrs. Hor-
LAXD, Author of “The Son of a Genius,” &ec. Ilus.
MthdveEn ings. Price 5s. 6d. ~bound.
A;r(l’!}l TMPHS (gl' tglil.\'lus AND PERSEVER.

NCE, cxemplified in istories of Persons, who, from
lbclo'.::tmotl’mymdwlyl hnhv:,tinn
0 the higheet eminence in, the Arts and Sckences, By
guzcuc\r‘l: 581:‘:;1, Author of “ Practical Wisdom,”

. ¥ - . M
Price Ta a tispiece, containing thirteen Portrzits,

Item 7-19: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 6 of 6).
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Specimens of John Harris books

One of the nicest publications I found was his Cinderella, or the Little
Glass Slipper (John Harris, London, 1827), which contains beautiful hand-
colored woodcuts.

Item 7-20: Woodcuts from Cinderella (part 1 of 2).
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Item 7-21: Woodcuts from Cinderella (part 2 of 2).

Information about books for children published by John Harris can be
found on the web.
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John Harris the Bristol alderman

The father of the London bookman was John Harris [1722-1801]. Several
documents concerning this man indicate that he was a prominent citizen of
Bristol, who can be presented according to three related sets of criteria:

o First, he had a distinguished political career as an alderman of the city of
Bristol. He served twice as sheriff, in 1776 and 1778. Then, in 1790, he
was the mayor of Bristol.

« Second, he was a prominent member of the Baptist Church in bristol. He
joined the Broadmead congregation in 1745, and served as a deacon from
1760 up until his death in 1801. For many years, he was the chairman of
the body of deacons. John Harris married Sarah Bull [item 7-10]. It is
said that her cousin was a certain Hugh Evans, the Baptist pastor at
Broadmead. Does this suggest that John Harris might have become a
Baptist through his wife? Or did he in fact meet up with his future wife
through the Broadmead congregation?

o Third, John Harris was a prosperous merchant in Bristol, apparently in
the domain of sugar refining in the neighborhood of Lewin’s Mead.

Much has been written concerning the role of Bristol in the notorious
“triangular” system of trading, enabling British products to play a role in the
acquisition of African slaves, who were then transported to the Americas,
where they produced sugar, tobacco and cotton. These products were then
sent to Britain, closing the triangle. Insofar as John Harris was engaged in
sugar refining in Bristol, it is quite likely that he was involved in the above-
mentioned “triangular” slave-trading. Was he subsequently converted to
abolitionist thinking, in the context of the Baptist community of Broadmead
in Bristol? I have the impression that research is still being conducted in that
domain. So, we might obtain answers, one day, to the questions I have just
asked. Meanwhile, a paper on the Bristol Baptist context was presented in
2000 by Roger Hayden, entitled Caleb Evans and the Anti-Slavery Question
(available on the web).

That appears to be as far back as we can go in the Harris ancestral line.
So, I shall now return to the point at which I left the Pickerings, near the
start of this chapter.
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Parents of Hannah Latton

William Pickering and Hannah Latton were married on 30 May 1799 in
Hartburn [item 7-1]. The bride’s father was a clergyman: Henry Latton.

Henry LATTON Sarah CATER
b 16 Nov 1737 London b ~1738
c 7 Dec 1737 d 5Jul 1813
St Martin-in-the-Fields gWestmInster)
d 25 Oct 1798
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea (Northumberland)
m ~1766
Chiltern (Wiltshire)
1[ z] 3| 4 s| 6
Anne Sarah Sophia Ann Priscilla Elizabeth
LATTON  LATTON LATTON Elizabeth Priscilla
LATTON LATTON
b 8 Jan 1774 b ~1777

d 7 Mar 1793 d 7 Dec 1806

William PICKERING
b 1769

Hannah LATTON
b 31 Jan 1777
Woodhorn

Item 7-22: Parents of Hannah Latton.

Henry Latton was christened in
1737 in the London church of St
Martin-in-the-Fields, at the place
known today as Trafalgar Square.
Once the site of a chapel used by
monks of Westminster Abbey, this
edifice has often been referred to as
the “royal parish church” The future
King Charles IT was christened at St
Martin-in-the-Fields in 1630.

Item 7-23: Church of St Martin-in-the-
Fields, Trafalgar Square, Westminster.
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Henry Latton was the vicar of Woodhorn (located near Morpeth).

Item 7-24: Woodhorn church

The 61-year-old vicar died violently on the moors of Newbiggin-by-the-
Sea, to the north of Newcastle, not far from Morpeth. It appears that he had
been attending horse races, and it has been said that he was murdered... but I
have no details concerning the exact circumstances of his death.
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Objects associated with the vicar of Woodhorn

On 1 February 2012, an email from a South African, Richard Frost, told
me that he had inherited an oil portrait of the vicar of Woodhorn.

Item 7-25: Henry Latton [1737-1798], vicar of Woodhorn.

The painting was identified by a nameplate:

>’F WADHAM Cou. ag,SO
HANnTS, gma _

Item 7-26: Nameplate on portrait.
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Richard Frost sent me fragments of the vicar's gardening notes, dated
1780 and 1785.

A 7
/ ,,; ]:7/ '/,

Item 7-28: Woodhorn gardening notes, 1785.
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South African descendants

Robert Frost—the South African who kindly sent me a portrait of the
vicar of Woodhorn and his gardening notes—belongs to the descendants of
Hannah Catherine Pickering [item 7-5].

Robert Whitaker FRIEND Hannah Catherine PICKERING
b 16 Sep 1810 Strood (Kent) ¢ 7 Jan 1813 Hartburn
d Apr 1888 d Apr 1897
Eastbourne (East Sussex) Wandsworth (London)
m q3 1839

Camberwell (Surrey)

Item 7-29: Marriage of Hannah Pickering with Robert Friend.

The following chart summarizes the genealogy of Richard Frost, whose
paternal great-grandfather was knighted for services to the Commonwealth.

Robert Whitaker FRIEND

1810-1888
John FROST Robert William FRIEND
1828-1918 1844-
John George FROST Spencer Hugh FRIEND
1863-1937 1874-1944

Wilfrid John Staples FROST Lorna Elizabeth FRIEND
1901-1963 1906-1974

Richard FROST
1943-

Item 7-30: South African cousin Richard Frost.
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William Latton, ambassador

The vicar of Woodhorn had three younger siblings. Their father became
the English ambassador in Morocco.

ambassador d 30 Apr 1776
d 5 Apr 1789

m 30 Nov 1735
St Benet Paul's Wharf (London)

l
1 2| )

William LATTON—I— Sarah CHAMBERLAIN

4|

Henry LATTON Frances LATTON Sarah Ann Pgﬁ%y
b 16 Nov 1737 London c 19 Nov 1738 LATTON LATTON

c 7 Dec 1737 St Martin-in-the-Fields ¢ 19 Mar 1742 ¢ 20 Apr 1745
St Martin-in-the-Fields St Ann Soho St Ann Soho

(Westminster (Westminster)

d 250ct 179
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea

(Northumberland)

Item 7-31: Parents of the vicar of Woodhorn.

St Benet at Paul's Wharf was designed by Christopher Wren. It escaped
destruction during the Blitz. Once a popular place for military weddings, it
is the church of the College of Arms.

 ERRERRRRRAN

Item 7-32: Church of St Benet at Paul's Wharf, London.
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Moroccan affair

The ambassador William Latton was involved in a weird Moroccan affair,
evoked in an editor’s introduction to a 1755 travel narrative by the English
novelist Henry Fielding [1707-1754], entitled Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon.
In his biographical notes on Fielding, the editor mentions a London vessel,
the Inspector, which was wrecked in the Bay of Tangier on the Barbary Coast
on 4 January 1746 while operating as a private warship, called a privateer.
The commander of this privateer was named Richard Veal(e). This was also
the name of the captain of the ship that took Fielding to Lisbon. It appears
likely that they were one and the same individual. The editor of Fielding's
book indicates that, after the shipwreck of the privateer, some of its crew
members were captured and sent to work “as slaves among the Moors” A
footnote mentions the role of William Latton in “the redemption of these
captives”.

! See the ‘Gentleman’s Magazine’ for 1748, 1749,
and 1751, and the ‘ Ladies’ Magazine’ for 1751, where
is printed an ‘Address to the Publick’ by William
Latton, Plenipotentiary and Consul General from His
Majesty to the Emperor of Morocco, by whom the
redemption of these captives was at lest effected.

Item 7-33: Reference to William Latton in a Fielding book.

Latton’s strange ambassadorial mission to Morocco was described on
pages 234-235 of this issue of the London Magazine of 1751.
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Item 7-35: Moroccan mission of the ambassador William Latton.
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The European Magazine announced Latton’s death on 5 April 1789.
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Item 7-36: Magazine announcing the death of William Latton.

MONTHLY OBITUARY for Aprrr, 1789.

Lately, William Latton, efq. formerly Am.
baflsdor frum George 11, to the Empetor of
Morocco.

Item 7-37: Obituary announcement.

Dodleys Annual Register by Edmund Burke contained an announcement
of the death of the ambassador’s wife Sarah, the mother of the vicar of
Woodhorn, on 30 April 1776:

Mrs. Latwon, wife of William
Latton, Efy; his lite Majefty’s
Eavoy, and Conlul-General to the
Emperor of Morocco,

Item 7-38: Death of William Latton’s wife Sarah.
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Ambassador’s parents

The ambassador had a sister Ann, and they appear to have married
Chamberlain siblings. In certain documents, the surname of Ann's husband
was spelt differently.

William LATTON ——— Sarah ?
c 2 Sep 1691
Richmond (Surrey)
d <1727

I |

William LATTON Sarah CHAMBERLAIN John Ann LATTON
ambassador d 30 Apr 1776 CHAMBERLAIN
d S Apr 1789
o 30 Nov 1735 " m 12 Sep 1737 :
M ensioners Army Hospital,
St Benet Paul's Wharf (London) (IZheIsea (Lo‘don?'

Item 7-39: Parents of the ambassador William Latton.

We shall see in a moment that William Latton senior was mentioned in
his father's will, and this information revealed that he died at an early age.
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John Latton of Surrey

The ambassador's grandfather, John Latton [1645-1727], born in the
family's ancestral village of Kingston Bagpuize in Berkshire, soon settled in
Surrey, where he became a prestigious figure.

L Frances MOORE

John LATTON —
b 1645 l 2
Kingston Bagpuize Letitia PYE
(Berkshire) b 15 Dec 1659
f 28 Nov 1727 Great Faringdon (Berkshire)
Esher (Surrey) d 21 Apr 1714
m 17 Mar 1685

St Andrew Holborn

3 Frances FROST

d 29 Jan 1754
m ~1678 Lothesly Manor )
Guildford (Surrey) m >1714 (Hampshire)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7| 8 9

Charles Anne Peter Henry Joseph
LATTON LATTON LATTON LATTON LATTON
€21Jun 1688 | c1Sep 1690 | ¢ 13 Jul 1695 | ¢ 12 Dec 1698 | c 11 Jun 1704

Richmond Richmond Richmond Richmond Esher

John William Letitia Roberta
LATTON LATTON LATTON LATTON
c2Sep 1689 ¢ 2 Sep 1691 c 6 Nov 1697 c 12 Dec 1700
Richmond Richmond Richmond Richmond

Item 7-40: Family of John Latton of Surrey.

John Latton's second wife, Letitia Pye, from Great Faringdon (near King-
ston Bagpuize in Berkshire), became the mother of nine offspring.

Robert PYE Anne HAMPDEN
b ~1621 b ~1621
Letitia PYE
b 15 Dec 1659

Great Faringdon (Berkshire)
d 21 Apr 1714

Item 7-41: John Latton's second wife, Letitia Pye.

Under Queen Anne—the last of the Stuarts, who reigned from 1702 to
1714—John Latton was the deputy lieutenant of Surrey. Around 1710, he
purchased Burwood Park, a large estate in Surrey. Then he became a favorite
of the first Hanoverian monarch, George I, who reigned from 1714 to 1727.
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Places in Surrey associated with John Latton

In historical and genealogical documents, John Latton of Surrey is often
designated as “of Esher” or “of Walton-on-Thames”. Major place names in
Surrey associated with John Latton are indicated in the following map:

Felthan Twickenham

n-Thames ! Wimbledon

et
LE] A

Sunbury-on-Thames

Su-bito

l Burwood Park I

':““] N ‘ l' 1an
Item 7-42: Places in Surrey associated with John Latton [1645-1727].

Epsom

John Latton married his first wife in Guildford (Surrey). The first 8 off-
spring of his second marriage were christened in Richmond, also in Surrey.
In 1694, King William IIT granted Latton a lease of the Richmond lodge,
along with the stewardship of the manor.

I have the impression that John Latton's first real acquisition of property
in Surrey was the manor of Esher, located within the boundaries of the
township of Walton-on-Thames (whence the two equivalent designations:
“of Esher” and “of Walton-on-Thames”). This ancient manor belonged to Sir
Thomas Lynch, who gave it to his daughter Philadelphia when she married
Thomas Cotton on 18 November 1689. Then, at an unknown date, the young
couple sold the Esher manor to John Latton. This purchase probably took
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place after the birth of Latton's daughter Roberta, in 1700, because the next
offspring, Joseph, was christened at Esher in 1704.

As for the property at Burwood Park, this acquisition seems to have taken
place at a later date, around 1710. John Latton apparently liquidated his
Esher and Burwood Park estates around 1716, well before his death. Still, in
his will of 1727, he referred to himself as being “of Walton-on-Thames”, and
he appears to have been buried in Esher. In other words, certain details of
times and places are not yet totally clear.

John Latton’s will
Shortly before his death in November 1727, John Latton made a will.

l"llb-

dn e M cN@ob Mt 2 S e

Item 7-43: Opening of the will of John Latton [1645-1727].

This will, which can be found on the web, is displayed here in four parts:
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Item 7-44: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 1 of 4,
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Item 7 45: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 2 of 4.
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Item 7-46: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 3 of 4.
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Item 7-47: Will of ]ohn Latton [1645-1727], part 4 of 4.
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Overview of John Latton's will

Surprisingly, the will of John Latton—dated “this thirtyeth day of October

in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the second by the
grace of God of Great Britain at Anno Domini 1727 [item 7-47]—mentions
few members of his large family:

“my loving wife Frances”
“my grandaughter Ann, the daughter of my late son William Latton”
“my loving brother William Latton of Gray’s Inn”

“my grandaughter Frances Johnson, the daughter of Colonel Johnson by my
daughter Roberta”

“William, the son of Sarah Latton, the widow of my said late son William”.

Apart from his late son William, and the latter's children William and

Ann [item 7-39], the only other Latton offspring mentioned in the will was
Roberta, described here:
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John JOHNSON Roberta LATTON
Colonel c 12 Dec 1700
Richmond

m 28 May 1716
Esher (Surrey)

Frances JOHNSON
Item 7-48: Family of Roberta Latton.

It is strange that no other offspring [item 7-40] are mentioned.

John Latton’s brother William

John’s brother William Latton [1653-1732] was admitted to Wadham
College at Oxford on 24 September 1670. This choice of a college may have
been linked to the fact that this college was founded by an ancestor, Nicolas
Wadham [1532-1609]. In 1685, William was a fellow of Wadham when the
eldest illegitimate son of Charles II, the Duke of Monmouth, landed in
south-west England in an attempt to dethrone the Catholic monarch James
II, who had grown up in Oxford, where he had been taken prisoner at the
age of twelve, on the eve of the execution of his father, Charles I. William
Latton, like all Oxfordians, defended the king.

When, however, Monmouth rose in open rebellion in
1685, Oxford was united against him; constitutional
agitation was one thing, armed force quite another.
Wadham, Lincoln, and Trinity joined to form one of
the companies of loyal volunteers which mustered for
the King ; they trained in Trinity Grove, having Philip
Bertie of that college, nephew of the Earl of Abingdon,
s their captain, and William Latton, fellow of Wad-
ham, as lieutenant ; one of the drummers also was a
Wadham commoner. Their only service was a review
in Christ Church meadow, where the officers were very
fine, with “scarlet coals and white feathers in their
hats™: apparently it was only the horse soldiers who
had the honour of dining with the Earl of Abingdon
and “came home well fuz'd.”

Item 7-49: William Latton volunteers to defend King James II.
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The “loving brother William Latton of Gray’s Inn” went down in literary
history through a one-page letter to the dean of Ely, written on 10 January
1728. It was published in John Nichols, Illustrations of the Literary History of
the Eighteenth Century, vol 4, 1822.

Mr. Wirrianm Larrox to Dr. Moss, Dean of Ely.
“Dear Sin, Gray's Inn, Jan. 10, 1727-8,
“1 am now at last (after, 1 think, a long time) able to inform
you of the result of my affair depending on the good Lord
Thanet, &c. which take as follows :—About a fortnight since the
. Lord Morpeth very readily added his hand to that of the Lord
Oxford’s and Lord Thanet's ; and on the first of this instant ]
received of their agent, Mr. Lamb, 300L by direction from the
Lord's Committees, for the Duchess of A , for roy ser-
vices to her Grace abroad, as Kindly expressed in their order.
The Lord Oxford, in the most obliging manner, invited me to
dine with him on Saturday last, where, by appointment, I fousd
the Lord Morpeth and his Lady accompanying the Countess of
Oxford (whose consents were required to this noble New Year's
Gift), whereby I had an ity given me, at once, of pay-
them all due thanks for their most bountiful and scasonable
bestowed on me. 1 have Jikewisc conveyed my gratitude
in the best manner I could to the Lord Thanet, my ac-
knowledgments to all others of my benefactors but your dear
self, whom may heaven awply reward for your good wishes and
actual charities to me. By this remarkable blegsing from above,
and a legacy of 60l. per annum for my life, from my dear brother
dead, 1 trust I may be able to clear my debts before 1 die;
and if God shall please to spare me life and health till my legacy
becomes payable (viz. at 12 months after my brother's death),
1 shall have enough to lay down my gray hairs cheerfully, espe-
i sce my services thus owned by the
's Committees as above, and my faithful endeavours for my
dear master the Duke of Albemarle so far justified by all but bis
executors, whom the Almighty forgive.
“ But I press too hard on your patience, and now beg only
farther, that good Mr. Dean will believe, that to complete my
here, I have nothing troubles me more than that the
i ind and so amiable a fricod a¢
yourself, which admits of no relief er than a line now and
shall have leisure ; I am, and must ever be,
Sir, your most obliged and most affectionate humble servant

Witttax Larrox”
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Item 7-50: Letter from William Latton to the dean of Ely.

The erudite gentleman named John Nichols who chose William Latton’s
letter as a specimen of 18th-century literature was the same man who wrote
the story of the Leicestershire Skeffingtons, mentioned in chapter 5.
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Back to the Conqueror

Probate problem

Let us return to the will of John Latton [1643-1727]. At the end of the
presentation of this will, a note in the margin is dated 24 January 1757 (three
decades after Latton’s death):

3 T
{ "H /’,‘:../.‘,./, Ly ""V’//)"/" 7
e /~ v #maw Geah foer=
//n VD ’.r.‘\’,?(/,g,ﬂ.,m,‘ ke
""\""""‘ 'ﬂ'ﬂfn /rfh'lr Lt s
/"' AT "A'-"- ‘ zwme//n Lheanm
crn /"A'/ ’a?_m ../,.. '1.1.';) h‘,‘-’
L) ""'\' 2 :l;u ' “.\ o'l/ 0 larsries L2 '“._
Hores e ome. ot Vle. Lecccarors : -
A% /fzn o //Ic.u’.l()/A'cf'.'{;" ot
A t(; & Z\A' . ./)n;/fmvﬂl”'.?
f.‘,'lfl'ltfr\ ,(/fng "/‘ﬂ /Illuo'_’
{ /' ?lr'd ilﬂnoc,’//.'bﬂd}{‘ )44”*
A I(It. 0/1:/? A iu)ﬂ“? /HV( 'df-l)l-
:7(/!)#5 773 ‘\/ A" p.nu() ree \
a'lc)//c)( //ﬂ/ c'. s alllu v --....r
'Tium).r 54:@:;:/1,;3 e ...,g
‘,‘, x ‘,,,,,;,(,u)z/_ ﬂr ;,alﬁu/f"" '
.:\)(', edrea {9.7.(1.%' &7 ,v(,,,
ﬂdml) tu/to 4/ e 91:})
/ Ac sihbre of ik ﬁmé wo{u '
Am‘//& &cw/um hu?‘mwy,

(' i L.'/‘JMMQ 0;4(.,/!.!(‘0/. £
>’ e
il

.
Item 7-51: Note added three decades after the death of John Latton of Surrey.
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The subject of this note is exposed in a legal commentary that describes a
judgment by Sir George Lee:

- QM m .
CoussMAKER against CHAMBERLAYNE. o

Dr. Pinfold, for Coussmaker. — John Latton m-::ﬂl-
deceased died in November 1727 ; on the 30th wil wits s
October 1727, he made hiswill, appointed Samuel 53 e evers-
Wincop, Esq., Sir James Edwards, Bart. and 3 istse,
John Coussmaker, Esq. executors and residuary thereprassts-
legatees in trust, gave 60/ a-year for life 0 his cotor cassot
brother William Latton, to his grand-daughter j**P**
Frances Johnson 10004, to Mr. Wincop, jun. A= e
200L., and to William Latton, 500/ to be paid as by law w caim
hereafter mentioned ; gives all the residue to the fon ™"
executors in trust, and to the survivor of them,
and the executors and administrators of the sur-
vivor during the life of his brother, and of his (the
deceased’s) widow, to whom he gave for life all the
produce of his estate beyond the 60/. a-year to his
brother, and after their deaths, the said legacies
to be paid, and then gave the remainder after pay-
ment of the said legacies to his grand-daughter,

Ann Chamberlayne. Mr. Wincop alone proved
the will, the other executors did not renounce, but
did not act; John Coussmaker survived the other
two executors, made his will, and appointed his
son, George Coussmaker, the party in this cause
his executor, who proved his will ; deceased’s bro-
ther died in 1732, and his widow on the 29th Ja-
nuary 1754 ; the question is, whether administra-
tion de bonis non, cum testamento shall be granted to
Ann Chamberlayne, who has no interest at present,
till the particular legacies are paid, but who will
have the particular interest in the residue, or to
Coussmaker, the executor of the surviving trustee.

Item 7-52: Probate conflict concerning the will of John Latton of Surrey.

Sir George Lee’s judgment in favor of Ann Chamberlayne is summed up
as follows: A mere trustee has no right by law to claim administration.
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Back to the Conqueror

Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough

The parents of John Latton of Surrey and William Latton of Gray's Inn
were Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough.

William AYSCOUGH
of Lincoln

Thomas LATTON Mary AYSCOUGH
b 26 Jul 1622
Kingston Bagpuize
(Berkshire)
c 11 Aug 1622

m 20 May 1642
St Benet Paul’s Wharf, London

1 | 2 3[ 4 5 6
John LATTON George LATTON Mary LATTON
b 1645 b ~1649 b ~1653
Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize
8 Nov 1727
Esher (Surrey)

William LATTON Catherine LATTON Sophia LATTON
b ~1647 b ~1651 b ~1655
Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize

d 1732

Item 7-53: Family of Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough.

As indicated in this chart, the village of Kingston Bagpuize was originally
in Berkshire, but it became part of Oxfordshire in 1974.
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Possible link to Isaac Newton

Finding an Ayscough ancestor (from Lincolnshire) in our family tree, I
was tempted to look for possible links to the great Isaac Newton.

James AYSCOUGH Margery BLYTHE
b 1585

m 1609
Market Overton (Rutland)

William AYSCOUGH Sarah James
priest at Burton Coggles = AYSCOUGH AYSCOUGH
(Lincolnshire)

Isaac NEWTON senior Hannah AYSCOUGH
d Oct 1642 b 1623 Market Overton
Colsterworth (Lincolnshire) d 1679 Stamford
m Apr 1642

Isaac NEWTON
b 4 Jan 1643
Woolsthorpe-by-Colsterworth (Lincolnshire)

Item 7-54: Ayscough ancestors of Isaac Newton.

John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize

The father of Thomas was John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize:

John LATTON Katherine HAMON
b ~1600 b ~1599
Kingston Bagpuize of Brasted (Kent)

(Berkshire)

m 17 May 1621
St Benet Gracechurch, London

1

1 ' 2| 3[ 4
Thomas LATTON Elizabeth LATTON John LATTON Dorothy LATTON
b 26 Jul 1622 ¢ 10 Aug 1623 c 17 Feb 1628 ¢ 3 Apr 1630

Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize Kingston Bagpuize
¢ 11 Aug 1622 d 22 Jun 1625

Item 7-55: Family of John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize and Katherine Hamon.

Later, I shall work back up from Katherine Hamon to ancient royalty.

320



Back to the Conqueror

William Latton and Elizabeth Wilmott

John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize was the son of William Latton and
Elizabeth Wilmott.

Edwardi WILLMOTE Elizabeth STAFFORD
b 1552 b 1556

William LATTON Elizabeth WILMOTT
b ~1567 b ~1578
Culham (Oxfordshire)

m ~1599 Culham

John LATTON
b ~1600
Kingston Bagpuize
(Berkshire)

Item 7-56: William Latton and Elizabeth Wilmott, parents of John Latton.

John Latton, High Sheriff of Berkshire

William Latton was the eldest son of a family of almost a dozen offspring.

John LATTON Dorothy WELLSBORNE
b ~1550 b ~1554
Chilton (Berkshire) West Hanney (Berkshire)

m ~1570

William LATTON 10 other children
b ~1567

Item 7-57: Family of John Latton of Chilton.

Their father, John Latton, was a native of Chilton, 25 km north-west of
Reading. In 1542, he bought a property in Kingston Bagpuize, south-west of
Oxford. In 1589, under Elizabeth I, he became the High Sheriff of Berkshire.
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Earliest generations of Lattons

The following chart presents a dozen generations of Lattons preceding the
High Sheriff of Berkshire:

Walter de LATTON
b ~1200

John de LATTON Isabel
b ~1220

Richard de LATTON
b ~1240

William de LATTON
b ~1260

Joan John LATTON Agnes  Walter de PERCY
bLATI%'?) b ~1280 | b ~1280

b ~1300 b ~1260

John LATTON —r—Agnes RUSSELL
b ~1340 b ~1350

William LATTON—I— Joan de PERCY

l

John LATTON Mar?aret William LATTON
b ~1380 b ~1390 b ~1382

William LATTON Emma
b ~1415 | b ~1420

Thomas LATTON=——r—Joan FOX
b ~1445 b ~1450

Alice LATTON  Elizabeth LATTON
b ~1477 b ~1479

John LATTON == Anne YATE
b ~1475 b ~1483

I I

William LATTON Margaret 15 younger
b ~1505 b ~1510 o!{sprmg

John LATTON, High Sheriff of Berkshire

Item 7-58: Earliest generations of Lattons.
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Back to the Conqueror

Old book mentioning the Latton family

Information about the Lattons is contained in The Antiquities of Berkshire
by Elias Ashmole [1617-1692], published posthumously in 1719.

THE

ANTIQUITIES

OF

BERKSHIRE.

By ELIAS 4S5 HMO L E, Efq;

VOL IL

LONDON:
Printed for E. Curll in Fleetfiveet.
M. DCC. XIX.

Item 7-59: Book describing the Latton family.

In a moment, I shall reproduce relevant pages of Ashmole’s book. First,
let us look at a modern map to see the location of various places associated
with the Lattons and mentioned in Ashmole's book.
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Latton territory: Berkshire yesterday, Oxfordshire today

The following map indicates Latton places that lie south of Oxford:

| Oxford

[ Do)

Item 7-60: Latton places, in Berkshire yesterday, in Oxfordshire today.

The positions on the map of four Latton villages can be indicated with
respect to Abingdon, 13 km south of Oxford, near the gigantic figure of a
white horse cut into the chalk of Uffington. The village of Kingston Bagpuize
is located to the west of Abingdon, while the villages of Upton, Chilton and
Blewbury lie to the south of Abingdon. Originally in Berkshire, these four
villages have been designated, since 1974, as lying in Oxfordshire. The
present-day Berkshire border runs to the south of Chilton.

Let us look now at the Latton pages in Ashmole's book.
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Back to the Conqueror

Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 330

UPTO N, in Morton Hundred,
Berkfbire.

4444 H IS was antiently the Seat and
Inheritance of a of the
T Family of Lattem, of Lattim, in
2 Nerth Wiltfsive, who derive them-
felves from the Houfe of Efotevile,
or Stmville, a noble Race, fo call'd, from a
Borough of that Denomination in Upper Ner-
mandy, and they weré formerly under thac
ame.
NOI' this Houfe was William de Stutwille, made
Cardinal by Esgemiss the 4th, in the Year of
our Lord God 1439. He dy'd in the Year
1482.
4’l’l\efe Stmwilles, after the Conqueft, were
Barons of Lydefdale Caftle in Cumsberlmd, crea-
ved Earls of 7urkpbire, (fays Mc. Cambdew) and
much fam’d in the Barons Wars for their Prowefs,
and large Poffefions in the Councies alfo of
Rutland, Lincoln, and Warwick, where they
were planted at Mowk:-Kirby, afterwards given
by Fobn de Stwiville to the Monks of Pipwel in
Nert enfhire,for the Healch of the Souls of his
Father, Mother, Brothers and Sifters, his own,
and thofe of Hew. the 2d. and his Qoeen.
The fame Author, in his Remains, fuffici-

ently fhews, That Sirnames were firft giv‘en
or

Item 7-61: Page 330 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 331

(331)
for Ditin&tion of Families, which afterwards
defcended to the eldelt Son only, the reft «a-
kiog their Names from the Lands or Poff .
ons allotted for their Portlons ; and ‘ds, ac
lealt, probable, that /Valier v Lattim (who ap.
from enqueftionable Records, to have
many Ages finge planted in that Place
with a plentiful Forrune | tho' he changed his
Name on his removal, yer forgot nor to take
the Paternal Coar along «ith him, which has
fince continu'd in the Family theo” m:l Ge-
and is il the Bearing obm
Latton, Blg; of Epbwr-Place in the County of
Surrey ; 83 ic al{0 is of the Siwrvilles of Brimkiey

in i ¢, viz. Party per Pale, A and
S. l&khil‘x"bailcd Ermins, and Eqmio coun-

Item 7-62: Page 331 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Back to the Conqueror

Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 332

(333)

Amongft the fmall Remains of the Family
Writings, there is Rill to be feen a Corrody of
f"tl‘ Years old ; a true Copy of which take as
ollows,

Muibus Chrifii fidelibus prafens [criptum wvi-

[uris wel awdituvis, Henricus permiffione
vind Abbas Cirenceftrenfis, & cjujdem loci Con-

wventws, [alutem in Domine, Noverit Univer
veftra wor eomeefiffe. Johan. de Lawon, & Ifa-
belle Uxori, ejufdim [ub forma & conditione que
fiquitur [ubferipta , viz. Swelibet bebdomada,
quemdin wixerint fimul, quatwor decem albor coro-
nerios & movem Gallonss cerevifie, [eil. quinque Gale
lemas cerevifie Comventualis, & quatwor de cerevifid
& annum [:n-lul qualiber die de
Coquina moflra, ficut libere [ervientes in die recipie
wnt de domo woffra, percipiend. iteque fi didl. Ifae
bella diwting [wpervixerit, fatim poff mertem did.
Joh. medictas omminm fuperius concefforum totaliver
eeffabie, Et pro didlu conceffione prediél. Joh. mobis
& Ecclefie mofire toraliter remifis & de fe & here
dibus [uis in perperwam quictem, clamavit torum fu
& claminm qued babuis vel alique meds babere po-
tuit, cum reverfione quacunque im tervis & temes
mentis cwm ommibus pertimentiis [wis quas Gualte-
rus, Pacer prediél. Johan. de Ni;;}}um remuis
in Latwton, & diélws Johan, & beredes fui dictas
tervas O temomenta wobis & Ecclefie moftre fime de-
minutione quacungue plime O imiegré warrantizae
bunt. Et fi comtinger (quod abfit) predities Johan-
nem ¢ Habellam « pred 8. warrantia 4 mo-
do deficere, welin diét, temementis aliqued juris el
clomii clamare feu windicire, ex tunc, diiti Abbas
& Comvenio & preflatione ormmi premiffarum abfque
ae

Item 7-63: Page 332 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 333

Corcrodii ver. Dac 33 E. 1. An. 1308,
Tyt v 1s

This Indenture, in Confideration of all its
is (according to Sir Hewry St.

Garter, King at Arms) very to
be produced by any mily;mdfm:::gou
bereof, this Febw and Jfabel retic’d from the

World in their old ending their
R cion Age, Pm

lowing Record.

Mo de Mocton, dedis ommes terras & tememen-
te i» Chilton, Ricardo fili, Barth, & Hackbumn,
& Johan. Fil. Wilbelm. 4« Latton, 18 E. 2.

the fame Reign, in the Year of our Lord
God, 132¢. Wilbelmae de Latton ferl’d himfelf
at Uprew beforemention'd, as appears by
Records in the Herald's Office, where
continu’d for the fpace of feven Generations,

He marry’d Foen, Daughter and fole H
of Walter, and Heir of Walter, Son
Heir of Williew de Perey, from a younger Branch
of the Houfe of Nertbumberiend, who (fays
Mr. Cambden) derive themfclves in a dire&
Line, from the Emperor Cherles the Greae, in
the Year of Chrift 802.

She livid in the 14¢th Year of Edw. the Third,

Zza The

i

L

iz

Item 7-64: Page 333 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Back to the Conqueror

Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 334

(33%4)

The “paternal Coat of this Waleer was A. 3
Fufils in Fefs S. taken from the ¢ Fufils formec-
ly born by the Percy’s before they were Earls of
Nortbumoerland, and this Coatr was afcerwards
the Bearing of Lertten for fome Time, in Com-
pliment co (hat Heirefs, as appears by the Office
of Arms, buc they foon refum’d their former
Coac of Stwrvilie,

Amongft che Writings of the Family are alfo
flill to be difcover'd the following Manors,
Lands and Tenem:nt: which they were former-
ly Poficiiors of in this County only.

Upon, Tilburft, The Parfo.
Choiltow, Childry, nage of Hew.
Blewb.ry, H-d.‘n, well,
Wantage, Frilferd, The Tythes of
Sing, Oke, Lyfund.
Lasitons Downsy Al Ox-fireet,  Drayest Park,
Fawley, in Reading, held from St
Jugleficld, E«ff Hinmey, Febn's Coll,
Soinfield, E«f Hendred,  in Oxford for
Milferds, Esff Lockinge, many Years
Ardmgton, Weft Lockinge,  in the Fami-
Blewfields, Souib More, ly.

How many of thelc were Manors is not eafi-
ly difcovered ac this diffance of Time ; the
molt of 'em feem to have been fo.

Fobn Latten, of Chiten, Rerks, Efq; was
High Sherifl of this Coumty the 324 of the

Queen,

I he lalt Refidence of this Family in Berkfbire

was at Kiwgf#om Bubepuze, in the Hundred of
Ok«, which deat and Manors were purchas'd

Item 7-65: Page 334 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 335

Vdaﬁw extentus An. val, Meneviorum g;év
temementorum O celer. quiramcungue in Comil.
,u nwp. fuere Johannis Latton, ‘(f-ta"
per fin. poft mort, ejufd. jolltm cwidim
GOLLLmoa,ﬂ & bered. fuo defeendam &
defecndere debeant in ufu Poffeffione O reverfime.
Dai quidem Joh. Luton, . ob. O&ob. 16.
An, Regni Demine Regin, 38 Wilhelm. Latton,
ad tumc, plen. etat, viz. 22 A- Temp. mort, diti

oh. i [wi inquific. inde capt
y lidmbu[ Cc‘gh 19 Muii, 4, z:

o, plem. prerit apparere,

Manerium de Kingfton Ferrars, & Chartley,
ac ompes ter, & tewementa wup. Domini Ferrars &
Charcley, is Kinglton, prediél, rent. de Domma
Regin, in capit, Vig. per centeffim. partem Feodi milic,
& val. per dn. 6 1.

Muncrium de limgﬁoc; Longyille tenr. de De-
mina ervis, ¢ partis umiss
feed. mi vd‘:;r':a‘l;goo LB: e il

Manerium on Bagpuze, ommia
Me[uag. ter. & tenements quonds Kingltons &~
Cliffs, ser. in Kiogfton Mpue predid,
leteu, tent, de Domins Regin. wt de MJ
Leiceftrens. in foceag. per fidelit. & An.
unins Rofe Rubie & walor, per An. 101. 193,

Thefe Lordfhips, wich all the Appurtenan.
ces in thc Parithes of Fifeild, and Netberion,
with Newbri Gu ¢, the Ham: on the Ri-
ver Thames, 3 oyaly of Fithipg, Saud a

waa-

Item 7-66: Page 335 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 336

( ¢ ;;sby)kecods feem by
Swannery (as appears
the Parchafe Deeds, to have been of greac Ex-
tent, and continu'd in the Family of Lsrsen 128
Years before they removed into Swrrey,

It likewile appears, by the Writings before
cited, thar of old they have had large Poffcfii-
ons alfo in the Counties Hereafter fpecify’d,

viz. '

Oxfordfbire,  Dorfar, Kent

Gleeefierpoirs,  Semerfs, Norfolk,
Hlampihire, Effex, Suffeik, and
Devin, Middlefex, Surrey.

The Defcent of the Family ftands thus ftaced
in the Heralds Office, excepring only the firft,
for which fce Dugdale's Mg ifticon. -

1. Roger de Lation with- 8. Tohn Latten of Up-
out Date. trn

2. Walter de Lattonwithe 9. Toba Latton of Up-
out Dace. tem, 17 Ric. 2.

3 Jobnde Latron [Ifabe') 10. William Latton of
Son of Walier, 28 Uprem, T. H. 6.

Ed. 1. , 11. William Latton of
4 Richard de Latten, Uptm, T.E. 4.
2 Ed 2. 13. Jobm Latton of Chil-

§. Will.de Lasten[Yoan]  tem, T. H. 7.
ferel'd ae Upem in 13 William Latten of
Berkfhive, 18 Ed. 2.  Kingften, T. H. 8,
131¢. 14 Jobn Laiten of
6. Joim Latten of Up-  Kingflow, T, Eliz.
:’o‘-’.”' . o 15. Wiliam 1{.4:- of
« William [Latten Kingfon, T, Jac.
7 U'“', 2 Ed, ‘- V ’
' 16

Item 7-67: Page 336 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 337

(337)
:s.x.y.u Latton of CP::' in Swrey,
x:z‘s’..' i 19. inm:'um el-

but alfo thofe of the Nas's, 2 Town, and an-
tient Barony in the County of Kildare, and Pro.
vince of Lempfler in Ireland, who aflerc them-
felves to have been fettled there from the Reign
of King J.ém, with which this of the Englifh
Defcent feems to be concurrent, tho' through
Diftance, Time, and Ufage, they now write
their Name different.

Jume 1718. The Chicef of this Family is now,
Patrick Latin, Efq; feated at Meris Town, in
the faid County, who in the Year 1700. mar-
1y'd Feme, Davghter of William Alcock, of
Clagh, in the County of Wexferd, Elg; (fome-
time of the City of Dublin) by Feme, Daugh-
ter of Bramber, of Lancafbire, and by ber hath
two Sons and fix m!zhmw&. Fobm, George,
Jane, Begmot, Latin, &c,

In che middle lle of the Church of Blewbery,
in Berkfbire, ftands a raifed Monument, where-

o9

Item 7-68: Page 337 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 338

the
fame. AlMoa Woman, on the Right Side of
whofe Surcoat, are the forefaid Arms, and on
the left are quarcer’d thofe of Latten, Po?, Eg-
ur;an.dspmih.mdmdmhchc

Ing Epicaph.

At the Foot of this Tomb, on a Grave-{tone,
cut in Beafs, is the Figure of 2 Man in Armor,
between his two Wives, wich chis Infcripeion.

Ipethy John Latton, late of Chilcon,
z:nmmum,m ohn bped
the xxxich of May, inthe Pear of our Lo@

©w, M. ZCX. LVIL

Under which are the Figures of 6 Sons and
9 Daugheers cut in Brafs,

=il
Item 7-69: Page 338 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 339

(339)

Wlilliam, Themas, Antbony, Jobn, Far-
tholometv, Jopn, Alice, Clis. Parp, Par-
garit, Dojothy, ’w Jane, MM.

From another Grave-ftone the Brafs Plates
are “loft, buc the Perfons there interr’d were
Febn Latten, of Chilten, Efq!' and Agnes his
Wife, Daughter and Heir of Jobw de Efbury,
this Scrap only remaining, wviz.

....o-o.--..:..-m.mwm
theic T ffering, and fay a Pater, whatcver
thefc Devotion Ball be. . oo ... ...

Over this Monument are the Coats of Lat-
tom, Efbury, Perey, and Sycheville plac'd fingly,
and in this Order, viz. Efbwy in the 2d Place,

Alfo che Figure of a Man in Armor beewéen
his two Wives, under each of which are the
Figures of two Sons and three Daughters, with
the Coats of Latiew, Perey, Efbwry, Sjcheville,
quarterly.

In a Chapel, on the South Side of the Church
at Kingffome Bagpuze, Berks, over a Vault of the
Family of Latzen, ftands a rais’d Monument,
over which, in the Glafs Window, are quaircer-

ly the Arms (ollowing.

1. Partysper Pale A, & S. 2 Salvier engrail'd
Ermins, and Ermin counterchang’d by the

Name of Latien,
2. A. 3 Fafils in Feft, S.by the Name of Fercy.

Vol. 1IL. Aaa 3. Er-

Item 7-70: Page 339 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 340

(340)
3- Ermin 3 Crofs Bowsin Pale O. by the
Name of Chivacher.
4 A.3 Bends Wavy,S. by the Name of Efbury.
5. A.onaSaltier B. between 4 Griffins Heads,
G. a Lion's Face between 4 Lozenges, O. by the
Name of Alvard,

Creft.
On a Wreath of his Collars a Hind’s Head
coup’d, Az. on her Neck 3 Rofes, G. cotiz’d,
Or, between two Hazel Branches prop. in allu-

fion to the Heirefs of Alvard, whofe Creft it
was.

In the Hall Windows, &~ of the Manor
Houfe adjoining, are the forementioned Coats
quarterly, and alfo thofe of the Heireffes fol-
fowing.

“Jobn Latton, of Kingfiem, Berks, Efq; marry’d
Dorothy, eldeft Daughter and Co-Heir of Ok-

wer Wellsborn, of Eaft Hammy, Berks, Efq;
his ficft Wife, T. &. 8. b G

Val Li.L ol 0 N w20 1N -
Item 7-71: Page 340 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 341

: (341)
A.ona Bend, G. 3 Martlets, Q. Wing, Vert.
G' Dm‘flt
Creft.

On a Wreath of his Collars is an Indian Wo-
man naked down to the middle, coup. front-
ing with her Arms ftruring, incircled with a
Gfory of Peacock’s Feathers proper.

Sir David Williams, Judge of the Common
leas, T. Eliz. mencion’d by Mr. Afbmole, was
econd Husband to this Co-Heirefs, Dorothy

Wellshorn, Reli@ of Fobn Latren, Efq; of this
Plfayc:, who both lie bury’d in the Vaule fpe-
cify’d.

Martha, the other Co-Heirefs, was Wife of

William Blomer, Efq; of Hatbarp in Glouceffer-
Jhire, as particularly mention’d in that Vificati-

Item 7-72: Page 341 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Will of Anne Latton

Later on in his book, Ashmole has inserted a 15-page copy of the will of a
16th-century Anne Latton, a daughter of John Latton of Chilton (Berkshire).

The will starts out as follows [Ashmole page 346]:

vevsosSalvababalaSatalaalnll~ysls]

The laft Will and Teflament of Mrs. Anne
Latton, oze of the ‘Daughters of John
Latton, Jate of Chilton, iz the Count
of Berks, Ef7; who departed this Lif:

3. T S

£ the RKame of God Amew, The

: Sixth Day of November, 1584. and in the
Twenty Sixth Year of the Reign of our
Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, by the Grace of God
ueen of England, France and Ireland, Defender

of the Faith, ¢*c. I Axne LatTon, one of the
Daughters of Yobn Latton, late of Chilton in the
County of Berks,Efq;deceas’d,being Sick in Body,
but in good and perfe@ Remembrance (Thanks
be given to Godg do make and ordain this my

la{t Will and Teftament in Manner and F?rin
ol-

Item 7-73: Page 346 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole's list of Lattons

Ashmole’s book contains a list of the early Lattons [items 7-67 and 7-68].
In the following chart, I have recopied Ashmole's list of 19 individuals while
expanding his date indications into a more explicit form:

1. Roger de LATTON [no date]

2. Walter de LATTON [no date]

3. John de LATTON [wife Isabel]
28 Edward I = 1299

4, Richard de LATTON
2 Edward II = 1308

5. William de LATTON [wife Joan]
settled at Upton (Berkshire)
in 18 Edward II = 1324/5

6. John LATTON of Upton

7. William LATTON of Upton
1 Edward III = 1327

8. John LATTON of Upton

9. John LATTON of Upton
17 Richard II = 1393

10. William LATTON of Upton
time of Henry VI = 1422-71

19.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.

. William LATTON of Upton

time of Edward IV = 1461-83

John LATTON of Chilton
time of Henry VII = 1485-1509

William LATTON of Kingston
time of Henry VIII = 1509-47

John LATTON of Kingston
time of Elizabeth = 1558-1603

William LATTON of Kingston
time of James I = 1603-25

John LATTON of Kingston
19 James I = 1621

. Thomas LATTON of Kingston

time of Charles I = 1625-49

John LATTON of Kingston
and then Esher (Surrey)
time of Charles II = 1660-85

William LATTON

Item 7-74: Ashmole's list of Lattons.

The 19th individual, at the foot of Ashmole's list, is the William Latton
whose name appears at the top of item 7-39: the father of the ambassador
and the grandfather of the vicar of Woodhorn. My presentation of the early
Lattons corresponds grosso modo to Ashmole's list.
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Monk named Latton

Ashmole's list [item 7-67] starts with a certain Roger de Latton, then a
Walter de Latton, but no dates are indicated for these men man. Concerning
the first individual, Ashmole refers us to the Latin Monasticon Anglicanum
compiled by William Dugdale [1605-1686], who happened to be Ashmole's
father-in-law. Published in 1692, this work described religious institutions in
Britain. An enlarged English edition appeared in 1849.

Monasticon Anglicanum:

A HISTORY

ABBIES AND OTHER MONASTERIES,

HOSPITALS, FRIERIES,

AND

CATHEDRAL AND COLLEGIATE CHURCHES,

WITH THEIR DEPENDENCIES,
England and Idales;

OF ALL SUCH
SCOTCH, IRISH, AND FRENCH MONASTERIES,
AS WERE I ANY MANNER CONNECTED WITH RELIGIOUS MOUSES [N ENGLAND.
TOGRTHAR WITH

A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF THEIR RESPECTIVE POUNDATIONS, GRANTS, AND DONATIONS,

s
A YULL STATEMENT OF THEIR POSSESSIONS, AS WELL TEMPORAL AS SPIRITUAL.

ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN LATIN,
»Y

Sw WILLIAM DUGDALE, Kosr,

GARTER PRINCIPAL KING AT ARMS,

VOLUME THE SIXTH.
PART IIL

London :
PUBLISMED FO& TME FROFRIETORS BY

T. G. MARCH, 116, JERMYN STREET, ST. JAMES'S.
1849.

Item 7-75: Title page of the enlarged 1849 edition of Monasticon Anglicanum.

Dugdale refers to this patriarch as “Rogero’, a monk at the hospital of
Elsham Priory in North Lincolnshire, founded by Beatrice d'Amundeville. In
his Notitia Monastica, Thomas Tanner [1674-1735] explained that Walter, a
son of Beatrice d'’Amundeville, had committed this hospital, before 1166, to
the care of a prior and regular canons of the Order of St Austin, which was
the archaic mendicant community of Augustinian monks, now referred to
simply as the Order of St Augustine.
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Stuteville/Latton legend

At the start of his presentation of the Lattons [item 7-61], Ashmole states
that the Lattons “derive themselves” from an ancient and celebrated family:
the Estoutevilles of Normandy, whose name is generally written in English as
Stuteville. Ashmole’s exclusive source of information concerning this
Stuteville/Latton lineage was William Camden [1551-1623], England’s chief
heraldic guardian from 1597 to 1623. Ashmole relayed Camden's opinion
[item 7-62] that Walter de Latton could be identified as a descendant of the
Stutevilles through his coat of arms.

Item 7-76: Latton arms issued (according to Camden) from the Stutevilles.

Ashmole indicated that these arms, with an engrailed (indented) X-form,
had indeed been adopted by John Latton of Esher.

Concerning the alleged Estouteville/Latton lineage, I have run into three
fuzzy zones, which caused me to wonder for a while whether this link might
not be a mere legend.

o For the moment, I have never discovered any kind of X-shaped form in
the armorial context of the ancient Estouteville family.

o Neither Camden nor even Ashmole [in copies of ancient documents from
the British Library] offers a plausible genealogical account of the precise
transition from the Estoutevilles to the earliest Lattons.

« Two or three sites in England, all mentioned explicitly in Domesday, have
come to be known as Latton. And it is not at all certain that Camden/
Ashmole had in the mind the right site...
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Places designated today as Latton

The least likely place of origin of the Lattons was a district of Cheltenham
in Gloucestershire that Domesday refers to as Lechetone. This name has been
transcribed into Latton, but it is better known today as Leckhampton. A
more likely place, referred to in Domesday as Latone, was located between
Cirencester and Swindon in Wiltshire. Ashmole was particularly impressed
by the existence of a corrody of 1305 [items 7-63 and 7-64] that guaranteed
privileges at Cirencester to John de Latton and his wife Isabel. Today, there is
a hamlet named Latton to the north of Cirencester Road, and a street called
Latton Close in Swindon. This is surely the region evoked by Ashmole when
he spoke [item 7-61] of “the family of Latton, of Latton in North Wiltshire”
But I have found no traces of any Stuteville presence in this area.

By far the most likely place of origin of the Lattons was Lattuna in Essex,
which was not even mentioned, however, by Ashmole. Domesday spoke of
three manors here, the third of which evolved into Latton Priory. In the
Monasticon Anglicanum, Dugdale described Latton Priory in Essex, which
was in existence before 1270. It housed a community of monks of the Order
of St Augustin, as at Elsham. Curiously, however, Dugdale never suggested
for an instant that the Elsham monk named Rogero de Latton might have
come from Latton Priory! The author of Notitia Monastica was more elusive
still: Thomas Tanner was not even sure whether the place in Essex should be
named Latton or Lacton!

A detail in the modern English translation of Domesday [Ann Williams
and G H Martin (editors), Domesday Book] is significant in the context of
my forthcoming explanations concerning the likelihood that Latton Priory
was the missing link between the Stutevilles and our English Lattons. At the
start of their transcription of data on the third manor at Lattuna, the editors
refer to this territory as the Land of Peter de Valognes. We shall see that Sibyl
de Valognes was almost certainly the individual who established a marital
link between the Stutevilles and Latton Priory.

Even John Pickering [1851-1926] made a note [item 6-35] suggesting that
he sensed the relevance of Latton Priory in our genealogical context.

>
Trrttii /Muv)«/
O ‘ ST
See S ereeths teFtfece /7'/1-1‘-/:4'/"-7(
Eorsea Xxr/

Item 7-77: John Pickering's notes mention Latton Priory.
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History of the Estouteville family
A French book on the Estouteville family, by Gabriel de La Morandiére,

Histoire de la maison d'Estouteville en Normandie, Charles Delagrave, Paris
(1903), can be downloaded from the web.

GABRIEL DE LA MORANDIERE

HISTOIRE

Maison d’E.stovteville

EN NORMANDIE

ricisin an

Notes descriplives sur la Contrée de Valmont

Par

O. LANNELONGUE

N L L
FRAFRAAAES & La ratuath on sdanuinn r ranie

PARIS
LIBRAIRIE CH. DELAGRAVE
15, aux soorrior, 15

190
Item 7-78: French-language book on Estouteville history.

In the mists of Viking legends, the patriarch was designated as Stoot,
meaning big and robust. A second term was added to his name, Vogel,
meaning bird. The Viking plunderer Stoot-Vogel was considered as a great
bird of prey. The Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte, signed in 911 between the
king of Western Francia, Charles III, and the Viking chief Rollo, gave the
latter all the land between the River Epte (flowing into the Seine at Giverny)
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and the sea,. This territory would be considered henceforth as the heart of
Normandy (today's Upper Normandy). The Vikings also received, through
that generous treaty, the totality of Brittany. In return for all this territory,
they were expected to protect the French kingdom from maritime invaders.
Consequently, our Viking “bird of prey” was transformed into a sedentary
citizen of Normandy, and he was now known to his neighbors as Estout.

A century and a half later, a Norman descendant of the former pirate
Stoot-Vogel, referred to as Robert d'Estouteville, was (according to the Battle
Abbey Roll) a companion of William the Conqueror at Hastings. His son,
Robert II of Estouteville, had six sons through his second wife, the Saxon
Erneburge. These sons—named Robert, Richard, Osmond, Patrick, Jean and
Eustache—were thought (by Gabriel de La Morandiére) to be the founders of
the English branches of the Estouteville family.

Much is still being published about this family, particularly on the web. I
even found a commercial French-language publication of a few dozen pages,
full of genealogical data and family shields, that describes the “dynasty”.

La dynastie
d’
Estouteville

ot Amachoc, Cr

Des origines & nos jours

par Michel Démorest

":dilbmn (;rm-logtqun de la \.m’nr
Item 7-79: Genealogical notes by Michel Démorest.

Let me now propose my personal “theory” on the Stuteville/Latton link.
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Speculations upon the origins of the Estouteville family

Here is the synthesis of my attempts to grasp some two or three centuries
of ancient Estouteville genealogy:

Godrreyt I, Count of Verdun ——r— Matilda of Saxony
the Captive"

b ~935 Verdun {France

d 1001 Ghent (Belgium

Roger de VERDUN Bertram de VERDUN
b ~970 Estouteville (Normandy) great-uncle of Bertram I de Verdun
companion of William the Conqueror

Robert de VERDUN
Governor of Ambriéres Castle
b ~990 Estouteville

Robert d'ESTOUTEVILLE
*Grandbols” or "Fronteboeuf™
b ~102S Estouteville

——Jeanne de TALBOT

L Blanche de RIEUX

Robert d' ESTOU‘I’EVILLE =
"le Jeune" | 2
b ~1058 —— Adélaide de BEAUMONT

d ~1106 France
French d'Estouteville dynasty

Robert de STUTEVILLE Emeber%g FITZBALDRICK
b ~1070 Cottingham ~1080
m ~1099
1 .
Robert de STUTEVILLE == Helewise
Sheriff of Yorkshire 2
b ~1123 fggngham Siby! de VALOGNES

Wiliam l;!o i%lT}S’EVXLLE Eustache de STUTEVILLE

Nicholas de STUTEVILLE

Joan d: ST ;JTEVILLE
m (1) Hugh WAKE (2) Hugh BIGOD

Item 7-80: Ancient origins of the Estouteville family.
I insist upon the speculative nature of the early part of the above chart.

The idea that there might have been an equivalence between the Verdun and
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Estouteville families might be thought of, by certain historians, as fanciful.
But I have not invented this idea, which has been expressed on the web by
several researchers. I might point out that Norman settlers named Verdun
were in fact the first landowners in the Leicestershire village of Skeffington:
the source of my paternal ancestry. Consequently, the idea that ancient roots
of my personal story might have once been intimately entangled in France is
an attractive genealogical scenario. The place of alleged entanglement is a
beautiful village in the Mayenne department: Ambriéres.

Item 7-81: Ambriéres (Mayenne) in the Loire region of France.

Was this the idyllic place in which a certain Robert de Verdun had a son
who would become known as Robert d'Estouteville? Why not? In any case,
researchers are advised to refrain from trying to locate an actual village
named Estouteville. There is indeed a small locality named Estouteville-
Ecalles, some 20 kilometers north-east of Rouen, but it hardly appears to be
the seat of a great Norman family.

Be that as it may, the people who concern us above all in the chart of item
7-75 are the folk of the East Yorkshire village of Cottingham, just alongside
Hull. In particular, the sheriff of Yorkshire Robert de Stuteville [1120-1186]
had a second marriage with a certain Sibyl de Valognes. And Valognes is a
name that rings a bell in post-Conquest English history.
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Intriguing blazon

I take the liberty of mentioning here a trivial detail
that might (or might not) be totally insignificant.
Here is the present-day blazon of Ambrieres. Its form
can be compared with the arms of item 7-76.

Item 7-82: Blazon of Ambriéres.

Valognes family

The name of Pierre de Valognes occurs in the Dives-sur-Mer list of the
Companions of William the Conqueror, compiled by Léopold Delisle. His
great-granddaughter Sibyl de Valognes was the lady mentioned in item 7-75
as the second wife of Robert de Stuteville, Sherift of Yorkshire. The following
chart shows the Valognes family:

Pierre de VALOGNES —— — Albreda
Sheriff of Essex
Lord of Benington (Hertfordshire)
b 1052 Valognes}Normandy)
d1121/9

Roger de VALOGNES Agnes SAXLINGHAM
b ~1080
d ~1141/2
Roger de VALOGNES —— Agnes FITZJOHN
b ~1100 b ~1105
d 1141 Knaresborough Castle

(Yorkshire)

Cicely de VALOGNES Robert de VALOGNES Sibyl ge VAL3%GNES
~11
South Petherton (Somerset)
d >1218
Appleton Priory (Yorkshire)

Item 7-83: Descendants of Pierre de Valognes.

Using the charts of items 7-75 and 7-77, we can now examine the way in
which the Stuteville/Latton evolution probably took place, at Latton in Essex,
in the century that followed the Norman Conquest.
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Lattons of Latton Priory

The Lattuna manor of Pierre de Valognes in Essex is described as follows:

Turgis holds Latton of P[eter], which a free man held TRE as a manor and as 21/
2 hides and 30 acres of land. [There were] then 2 ploughs in demesne; now 1. The
men [have] half a plough. Then as now [there was] 1 villan and priest. [There
are] now 4 bordars. [There were] then 4 slaves; now none. [There is] woodland
for 350 pigs. [There are] 35 acres of meadow. Then as now it was worth 60s.

— Ann Williams and G H Martin (editors), Domesday Book, p 1029

It was located in the Hundred of Harlow: an Anglo-Saxon administrative
entity corresponding roughly to the Danelaw term wapentake. The letters
TRE stand for Tempore Regis Edwardi (in the time of Edward the Confessor)
as opposed to TRW, Tempore Regis Willelmi (in the time of William). Prior to
the Norman Conquest, Lattuna in Essex existed as a manor in which a priest
and four slaves cohabited with 350 pigs. In 1086, at the time of Domesday,
Pierre de Valognes was the tenant-in-chief (or overlord) of Latton, whereas
the actual lord of the manor was a certain Turgis (also spelt Thorgisl), who
cannot be identified precisely.

Detailed information on this Latton manor (one of three in Lattuna) is
provided in the British History Online website:

The tenant in demesne in 1184, 1197, and 1201 was Ralph of Latton holding
1 knight's fee.

Here are the documentary sources for this information:

Pipe Roll 1186 (Pipe Roll Society. xxxiii), 133
Pipe Roll 1197 (Pipe Roll Society, new series, viii), 75
Pipe Roll 1201 (Pipe Roll Society, new series, xiv), 64

In other words, as early as 1184 (roughly, at the time of the Stuteville/
Valognes family), there was already an individual at the manor calling him-
self Ralph of Latton (who may well have been anterior to the monk Rogero
de Latton). The web page provides another relevant element of information:

The overlordship descended in the Valognes family [...] until 1235...

There is no doubt in my mind that we have here an explanation of the
origins of the link between the Stutevilles and the Lattons. Admittedly, if it is
clear that the Latton “surname” was being used already at the time of the
Stuteville/Valognes family, we cannot ascertain whether or not any of these
primeval Lattons were in fact biological descendants of Robert de Stuteville
and Sibyl de Valognes. But that is neither here nor there...
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Places to visit

Back in 1784, Latton Priory in Essex looked like this:

Item 7-84: Latton Priory, 1784.

This photo of Latton Priory dates from around 1930:

| o S

Item 7-85: Latton Priory, 1930.
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Today, the remains of Latton Priory can be found to the south of Harlow,
in the Epping Forest region, at a place called North Weald Bassett. Google
provides us with an aerial image of the remains of the priory:

Item 7-86: Google aerial view of the remains of Latton Priory.

In Normandy, the magnificent castle of the Estoutevilles can be found in
their ancestral village of Valmont.

Item 7-87: Castle of the Estouteville family at Valmont.
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From the Lattons back to the Wadhams

Before our excursion into Latton territory, we saw that our 17th-century
ancestor John Latton of Bagpuize married a Katherine Hamon [item 7-55],
whose ancestral line takes us to the celebrated Wadham family.

John TREGARTHEN

Nicholas WADHAM of Merrifield Jane HILL
Captain of the Isle of Wight of Comwall
d 1541
John WADHAM of Merrifield —1— Joan TREGARTHEN
d 9 Feb 1577/78 f 30 Sep 1583
1 2 3’ 4
Nicholas WADHAM —— Dorothy PETRE Joan
b 1532 d 1618 WADHAM
d 1609
Florentina
Nicholas MARTYN Margaret WADHAM  WADHAM
William HAMON l| 2[ 3] 4

Henry BRUNE — Ejizabeth  Frances Jane
2 MARTYN MARTYN MARTYN

[

John LATTON Katherine Mary
of Kingston Bagpuize HAMON HAMON
(Berkshire)

Thomas HAMON
of Brasted (Kent)

Anthony —— Anne
FLOYER MARTYN

m ~1621
Item 7-88: Ancestral line from our Lattons back to the Wadhams.

In the above chart, our central ancestor is Elizabeth Martyn, the daughter
of Margaret Wadham, who was the sister of Nicholas Wadham [1532-1609],
founder of Wadham College at the University of Oxford. Elizabeth’s first
husband was Henry Brune, and this union gave rise to descendants named
Floyer (not indicated in the chart). Elizabeth’s sister Anne married into this
same Floyer family.

I might mention, at an anecdotal level, that these Floyers are the ancestors
of the present-day Sarah Ferguson (former wife of Andrew, Duke of York),
whose ancestral links with royalty were much the same as ours.
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Wadham College at Oxford

Item 7-89: Wadham College at the University of Oxford.

Information on the history of the colleges of Oxford is contained in a
book dated 1810 by Alex Chalmers, made available today by Google.

A

HISTORY

COLLEGES, HALLS,

- PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD,

INELEDING YRS
LIVES OF THE FOUNDERS.
——
»
ALEX. E‘HALHBBS. F.S. A.

"iaearnaves ar
A SERIES OF ENGRAVINGS.
——
VoL, 1.
—
20x¥ORD,
PRINTED BY COLLINOWOOD AND €O,
Por J. Cooxn and J, Panxen, Ouord ; and Mossrs. Lowanax, Honer,
Rass, and Ounr, Loodos.
1810,

Item 7-90: History of the colleges of Oxford.
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Earliest Wadhams

Some of the websites about the earliest Wadhams seem to reproduce
pages from old editions of Burke publications.

John WADHAM Joan WROTHESLEY
Justice of the Common Pleas 1388-97 tomb Ilminster (Somerset)
tomb Branscombe (Devon)

1 2 3 ’ 4‘
Thomas WADHAM  Margery WADHAM  Isabella WADHAM

William WADHAM
High Sheriff of Devon 1438
d 1452 tomb IIminster

— Margaret CHESELDEN

1 2 3 | 4 I 5] 6]
Lawrence William Elizabeth Mary Anne
WADHAM WADHAM  WADHAM WADHAM  WADHAM
John WADHAM —— Elizabeth POPHAM
of Merrifield

1 2 I 3 I
Edward WADHAM  Alice WADHAM

John WADHAM —1— Elizabeth STEWKLEY

1 I 2
Nicholas WADHAM of Merrifield William WADHAM

Captain of the Isle of Wight
d 1541

Item 7-91: Earliest known Wadhams.

Let us return now to the union between our 16th-century ancestor
Nicholas Wadham, Captain of the Isle of Wight, and a certain Jane Hill. Her
maternal ancestors were named Stourton, and it is through them that we
finally attain the realms of English royalty.
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Stourton ancestors

Data on the ancestry of Jane Hill, wife of Nicholas Wadham of Merrifield,
has been extracted from various websites. At several places in the following
chart, I have moved back up along maternal lines:

Thomas BERKELEY
b 1234/1245

Joan FERRERS
b 1236/1248

Berkeley Castle, Thornbury Stourton (Wiltshire)
(Gloucestershire) d 19 Mar 1309/1310
d 23 Jul 1321 St Augustines Abbey Berkeley

Bristol (Gloucestershire)

b ~1251 Stourton b ~1268 Berkeley
d ~1303 Stourton d 1290 Stourton

m ~1287 Stourton

Ralph de STOURTON —]— Alice BERKELEY

William de STOURTON Joan VERNON
b ~1290 Stourton b ~1298 Hormng;on (Wiltshire)
d >1343
Bruton (Somerset) Coleshill (Staffordshire)
John de STOURTON Jane BASSETT
b >1361 Stourton b ~1368 Glastonbury
d 1405 Preston Plucknet Somerset)
(Somerset) d <1394 Glastonbury
John STOURTON Katherine PAYNE
b 1374 b 1405 Paynshay sDevon)
Stourton (Wiltshire) d 20 Mar 1473
d 16 Dec 1438 Henstridge
Preston Plucknet (Somerset)

m 1423 Preston Plucknet

Robert HILL Alice STOURTON
b 1430 Houndston (Somerset) b 1429 Preston Plucknet
d 8 Sep 1493 Houndston d 1491 Preston Plucknet

m 1462 Houndston

Nicholas WADHAM —— Jane HILL
of Merrifield

Item 7-92: Stourton ancestors.
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Ancestral line from Thomas Berkeley to King John

A maternal great-grandfather of Thomas Berkeley was King John, who
signed the Magna Carta at Runnymede in 1215.

King JOHN Suzanne WARREN

"Lackland” b ~1166 Kenilworth,
b 24 Dec 1166/67 Essex, England
Oxford, England d 1210 England

d 19 Oct 1216
Newark, England

Richard Fitzjohn CHILHAM Rohese\Roshia DOVER
b ~1186 Chilham Castle, Kent b ~1200 Chilham
d 6 Aug 1270 Chilham d 1265 Chilham

Maurice BERKELEY Isabel de DOUVRES
b 1218 Berkeley b 1217 Chilham Castle
d 4 Apr 1281 d 7 Jul 1276
Berkeley
m 11 Jul 1247

Thomas BERKELEY
“the Wise”
b 1234/1245 Berkeley Castle,
Thornbury, Gloucestershire
d 23 Jul 1321 St Augustine’s Abbey
Bristol, Gloucestershire

Item 7-93: Ancestral line from Thomas Berkeley to King John.
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Ancestral line from King John to William the Conqueror

King John, of course, had a celebrated great-great-grandfather: William
the Conqueror.

King WILLIAM I Mathilde de FLANDRE
“"the Conqueror” b ~1031
b 14 Oct 1024 Flandres, France
Falaise, Normandie d 2 Nov 1083
d 9 Sep 1087 Caen, France
Rouen, France

King HENRY I Mathilda Atheling STUART
1068 b Oct 1079
Shelby, Yorkshire Dunfermline, Scotland
d1Dec1135 d1 May 1118
Saint-Denis, France Westminster, England

Geoffrey of ANJOU Matilda BEAUCLERC
"Plantagenét” b 5 Aug 1102 London
b 24 Aug 1113 d 10 Sep 1169 Rouen
Anjou, France
d7 Sep 1151

King HENRY II Eleanor of AQUITAINE
"Curtmantle” b 1121/22

b 25 Mar 1133 Bordeaux, France

Le Mans, France d 1 Apr 1204 France
d 6 Jul 1189

Chinon, France

King JOHN
"Lackland”

Item 7-94: Ancestral line from King John to William the Conqueror.

Having reached this point in our ancestral research that started with the
Pickerings, I do not intend to delve any further into the background of the
Conqueror, since this subject is presented amply in countless contexts.
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Chapter 7

Line of descent from the Conqueror down to the author

Here is my line of descent (a needle in a haystack) from the Conqueror:

1 King WILLIAM I [1024-1087)

2 King H'ENRY 1[(1068-1135)

3 Mauld: BEAUCLERC [1102-1169]
4 King H'ENRY 11[1133-1189]

5 King );HN [1166/7-1216]

6 Richar'd CHILHAM [1186-1270)

7 Isabel'de DOUVRES [1217-1276]
8 Thoma's BERKELEY [1234/5-1321]
9 Alice S'ERKELEY [1258-1374]

10 Wnllur: de STOURTON [1290-1343)
11 Johnd'eSTOURTON [1340-]

12 John d'e STOURTON [1384-1438]
13 Alice & STOURTON [1431-1491)
14 Joann: HILL

15 John VzADHAM [-1577/8)

16 Maroa:et WADHAM

17 Elizab:lh MARTYN

18 Kalhe:ne HAMON

19 Thom:s LATTON

20 John L:ATTON [1643-1727]

21  Willlam LATTON

22 Wlll»ar: LATTON

23 Henry'LATI’ON [1737-1798]

24 Hanna; LATTON [1777-]

25 John l;CKERlNG [1815-]

26 woll-anz PICKERING [1843-1914]
27 Cathline PICKERING [1889-1964)
28 King SvKYV!NGTON (1917-1978]
29 thhan"l SKYVINGTON [1940-)

Item 7-95: A line of descent from the Conqueror down to the author.
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Back to the Conqueror

Terminating my book with this diagram might suggest that an underlying
purpose of this research into my paternal forebears—which started exactly a
third of a century ago—was to demonstrate that a 73-year-old author named
William Skyvington happened to be a descendant of 989-year-old William of
Normandy. I would like to assure readers that my goals were far more subtle.

My grandfather “Pop” assured me that no traces of our ancestors could
possibly exist in Great Britain. As for my grandmother “Ma’, she referred to
her Irish Orangemen ancestors as if they were brave actors in a mysterious
past, and she seemed to like the idea that she might have been related to the
foolish explorer Thomas O’Hara Burke... but I do not recall her ever saying a
word to me about forebears named Latton, Wadham and Berkeley, not to
mention a line of kings named John, Henry and William.

May these pages enlighten the ghosts of my grandparents, and maybe
convince them that all has not been lost. The past is still present in our lives.
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