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The following chart describes the respective parents of John Pickering 
and Sarah Jane Harris:

Item 7-1: John Pickering, Sarah Jane Harris and their respective parents.

I shall now present the few available facts concerning the Pickering line, 
and then I shall work back up along the Harris line. Most of this chapter will 
then deal with the vast subject of the Lattons and their ancestors.
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Birthplace of John Pickering
The UK census of 1851 informed us [item 6-5] that John Pickering was 

born in Hartburn (Northumberland), which was the place where his parents 
were married. Then the census of 1861 [item 6-44] indicated his birthplace 
as Deanham (Northumberland), which was part of the Wallington Demesne, 
to the west of Morpeth.

Item 7-2: Wallington Demesne, near Morpeth, containing ruins of Deanham.

Readers can use Google Maps to see that Hartburn and the site known as 
Wallington Demesne lie side by side, to the west of Morpeth. Woodhorn, the 
birthplace of John’s mother Hannah, is located to the east, alongside the road 
that leads into Newbiggin-by-the-Sea.

In A History of Northumberland by John Hodgson (1828), part 2, volume 
2, pages 294 and 295, there are several references to Deanham, which was an 
ancient place whose name was once written as Danum, Denome, Denom or 
Deneham. This document can be downloaded from Google Books.
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The marriage of William Pickering and Hannah Latton on 30 May 1799, 
at St Andrew’s church in Hartburn, is mentioned in the Mormon database.

Item 7-3: Church of St Andrew in Hartburn.

They had five children, all christened at Hartburn.

Item 7-4: Family of William Pickering and Hannah Latton.
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Pickering origins
My presentation of Pickering ancestry goes no further back than the 

christening of William, son of John Pickering, on 12 November 1769, in 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. But I would imagine that further in-depth research 
could yield older information. 

The Pickering surname seems to have originated in North Yorkshire, 
where there is a village named Pickering. The Concise Oxford Dictionary of 
English Place-Names by E Ekwall indicates that the Domesday Book speaks 
of Picheringa. Apparently, Piceringas was an ancient tribal name, but there is 
no clear explanation of its origins. In The Place-Names of the North Riding of 
Yorkshire by A H Smith (Cambridge, 1928), it is said that the term Pikeringes 
appeared in 1110. In the Pipe Rolls of 1130, the name appears as Pinchering. 
In the Close Rolls of 1208, it was written as Pikering.

There have been several famous Pickerings in English history. Queen 
Elizabeth had a suitor named William Pickering, a diplomat. Paradise Lost 
by John Milton was published in 1835 by William Pickering, Chancery Lane.

Census of 1841
The UK census of 1841 indicates that a William Pickering, 70, described 

as a druggist, was residing with his wife Hannah, also 70, at Bakewell in 
Derbyshire.

Item 7-5: UK census of 1841: possibly our earliest known Pickering ancestors.

This couple could well be the parents of our John Pickering (in which 
case the woman’s age is inexact). If that were a fact, I have no idea why they 
would have moved from Northumberland to Derbyshire.
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Harris ancestral line
Let us turn now to the family of Sarah Jane Harris. I include here a chart 

of her family that we saw already in the previous chapter [item 6-40}.

Item 7-6: Family of Francis Coleman Harris and Dorothy Pearson.

When I started to write this chapter, I knew little about this family and 
their origins. Since then, I have been in contact with a young New Zealand 
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woman, Mary-Jane Howard, who is a descendant of Charles Butler Harris 
[1816-1904]. Much of the information I present here concerning our Harris 
ancestors was provided by Mary-Jane.

Before moving back up along the Harris ancestral line, I want to relate an 
interesting anecdote concerning Mary-Jane’s ancestor Charles Butler Harris, 
whose portrait was included in my previous chapter [item 6-15]. He was the 
victim of a minor act of theft, which probably took place in 1838, or maybe a 
year earlier, when Charles was aged 22. This theft gave rise to a court case at 
the Old Bailey in London, described in the following Minutes of Evidence.

Item 7-7: Minutes of Evidence of the Old Bailey, 1838.

Here is the story of this apparent theft:
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Item 7-8: Theft of tea from Charles Butler Harris.

A description of Charles Butler Harris appeared in Crockford's Clerical 
Directory, 1874.

Item 7-9: Biographical summary of Charles Butler Harris.

In 1845, 29-year-old Charles Butler Harris obtained his Bachelor of Arts 
at Queens College, Cambridge. Ordained as a deacon, he was immediately 
appointed principal at Dunstable College in Bedfordshire. From 1851 to 
1860, he was the perpetual curate of Helsington, up in the Lake District. 
Then he returned to university, at the age of 49, to obtain his Master of Arts.
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Harris ancestors
The following chart presents the ancestors of Francis Coleman Harris:

Item 7-10: Ancestors of Francis Coleman Harris.

There are no less than four men named John Harris. We are particularly 
interested in the father and the grandfather of Francis Coleman Harris: that 
is, John Harris [1756-1846] and John Harris [1722-1801].
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John Harris the London bookman
Throughout his life, John Harris [1756-1846] worked professionally in 

London’s book world, both as a bookshop employee/owner and as a book 
publisher. Here is a description of him in Fifty Years' Recollections of an Old 
Bookseller by William West, 1837, pp 51-2:

Item 7-11: Allusion to John Harris written by William West.
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This comment by William West in the same book, p 115, suggests that 
John Harris was a small man:

Item 7-12: Another allusion to John Harris by William West.

This is John Harris’s bookshop in St Paul’s Churchyard:

Item 7-13: John Harris’s bookshop in St Paul’s Churchyard.

The following six pages are a catalog of books published by John Harris.
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Item 7-14: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 1 of 6).
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Item 7-15: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 2 of 6).
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Item 7-16: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 3 of 6).
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Item 7-17: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 4 of 6).
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Item 7-18: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 5 of 6).
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Item 7-19: Catalog of publications by John Harris (page 6 of 6).
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Specimens of John Harris books
One of the nicest publications I found was his Cinderella, or the Little 

Glass Slipper (John Harris, London, 1827), which contains beautiful hand–
colored woodcuts.

Item 7-20: Woodcuts from Cinderella (part 1 of 2).
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Item 7-21: Woodcuts from Cinderella (part 2 of 2).

Information about books for children published by John Harris can be 
found on the web.
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John Harris the Bristol alderman
The father of the London bookman was John Harris [1722-1801]. Several 

documents concerning this man indicate that he was a prominent citizen of 
Bristol, who can be presented according to three related sets of criteria:

• First, he had a distinguished political career as an alderman of the city of 
Bristol. He served twice as sheriff, in 1776 and 1778. Then, in 1790, he 
was the mayor of Bristol.

• Second, he was a prominent member of the Baptist Church in bristol. He 
joined the Broadmead congregation in 1745, and served as a deacon from 
1760 up until his death in 1801. For many years, he was the chairman of 
the body of deacons. John Harris married Sarah Bull [item 7-10]. It is 
said that her cousin was a certain Hugh Evans, the Baptist pastor at 
Broadmead. Does this suggest that John Harris might have become a 
Baptist through his wife? Or did he in fact meet up with his future wife 
through the Broadmead congregation?

• Third, John Harris was a prosperous merchant in Bristol, apparently in 
the domain of sugar refining in the neighborhood of Lewin’s Mead.

Much has been written concerning the role of Bristol in the notorious 
“triangular” system of trading, enabling British products to play a role in the 
acquisition of African slaves, who were then transported to the Americas, 
where they produced sugar, tobacco and cotton. These products were then 
sent to Britain, closing the triangle. Insofar as John Harris was engaged in 
sugar refining in Bristol, it is quite likely that he was involved in the above-
mentioned “triangular” slave-trading. Was he subsequently converted to 
abolitionist thinking, in the context of the Baptist community of Broadmead 
in Bristol? I have the impression that research is still being conducted in that 
domain. So, we might obtain answers, one day, to the questions I have just 
asked. Meanwhile, a paper on the Bristol Baptist context was presented in 
2000 by Roger Hayden, entitled Caleb Evans and the Anti-Slavery Question 
(available on the web).

That appears to be as far back as we can go in the Harris ancestral line. 
So, I shall now return to the point at which I left the Pickerings, near the 
start of this chapter. 
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Parents of Hannah Latton
William Pickering and Hannah Latton were married on 30 May 1799 in 

Hartburn [item 7-1]. The bride’s father was a clergyman: Henry Latton.

Item 7-22: Parents of Hannah Latton.

Henry Latton was christened in 
1737 in the London church of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, at the place 
known today as Trafalgar Square. 
Once the site of a chapel used by 
monks of Westminster Abbey, this 
edifice has often been referred to as 
the “royal parish church”. The future 
King Charles II was christened at St 
Martin-in-the-Fields in 1630.
Item 7-23: Church of St Martin-in-the-
Fields, Trafalgar Square, Westminster.
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Henry Latton was the vicar of Woodhorn (located near Morpeth).

Item 7-24: Woodhorn church

The 61-year-old vicar died violently on the moors of Newbiggin-by-the-
Sea, to the north of Newcastle, not far from Morpeth. It appears that he had 
been attending horse races, and it has been said that he was murdered... but I 
have no details concerning the exact circumstances of his death.
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Objects associated with the vicar of Woodhorn
On 1 February 2012, an email from a South African, Richard Frost, told 

me that he had inherited an oil portrait of the vicar of Woodhorn.

Item 7-25: Henry Latton [1737-1798], vicar of Woodhorn.

The painting was identified by a nameplate:

Item 7-26: Nameplate on portrait.
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Richard Frost sent me fragments of the vicar's gardening notes, dated 
1780 and 1785.

Item 7-27: Woodhorn gardening notes, 1780.

Item 7-28: Woodhorn gardening notes, 1785.

 Back to the Conqueror

 303



South African descendants
Robert Frost—the South African who kindly sent me a portrait of the 

vicar of Woodhorn and his gardening notes—belongs to the descendants of 
Hannah Catherine Pickering [item 7-5].

Item 7-29: Marriage of Hannah Pickering with Robert Friend.

The following chart summarizes the genealogy of Richard Frost, whose 
paternal great-grandfather was knighted for services to the Commonwealth.

Item 7-30: South African cousin Richard Frost.
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William Latton, ambassador
The vicar of Woodhorn had three younger siblings. Their father became 

the English ambassador in Morocco.

Item 7-31: Parents of the vicar of Woodhorn.

St Benet at Paul's Wharf was designed by Christopher Wren. It escaped 
destruction during the Blitz. Once a popular place for military weddings, it 
is the church of the College of Arms.

Item 7-32: Church of St Benet at Paul's Wharf, London.
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Moroccan affair
The ambassador William Latton was involved in a weird Moroccan affair, 

evoked in an editor’s introduction to a 1755 travel narrative by the English 
novelist Henry Fielding [1707-1754], entitled Journal of a Voyage to Lisbon. 
In his biographical notes on Fielding, the editor mentions a London vessel, 
the Inspector, which was wrecked in the Bay of Tangier on the Barbary Coast 
on 4 January 1746 while operating as a private warship, called a privateer. 
The commander of this privateer was named Richard Veal(e). This was also 
the name of the captain of the ship that took Fielding to Lisbon. It appears 
likely that they were one and the same individual. The editor of Fielding's 
book indicates that, after the shipwreck of the privateer, some of its crew 
members were captured and sent to work “as slaves among the Moors”. A 
footnote mentions the role of William Latton in “the redemption of these 
captives”.

Item 7-33: Reference to William Latton in a Fielding book.

Latton’s strange ambassadorial mission to Morocco was described on 
pages 234-235 of this issue of the London Magazine of 1751.
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Item 7-34: Magazine mentioning the English ambassador William Latton.

Item 7-35: Moroccan mission of the ambassador William Latton.
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The European Magazine announced Latton’s death on 5 April 1789.

Item 7-36: Magazine announcing the death of William Latton.

Item 7-37: Obituary announcement.

Dodley’s Annual Register by Edmund Burke contained an announcement 
of the death of the ambassador’s wife Sarah, the mother of the vicar of 
Woodhorn, on 30 April 1776:

Item 7-38: Death of William Latton’s wife Sarah.
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Ambassador’s parents
The ambassador had a sister Ann, and they appear to have married 

Chamberlain siblings. In certain documents, the surname of Ann's husband 
was spelt differently.

Item 7-39: Parents of the ambassador William Latton.

We shall see in a moment that William Latton senior was mentioned in 
his father's will, and this information revealed that he died at an early age.
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John Latton of Surrey
 The ambassador's grandfather, John Latton [1645-1727], born in the 

family's ancestral village of Kingston Bagpuize in Berkshire, soon settled in 
Surrey, where he became a prestigious figure.

Item 7-40: Family of John Latton of Surrey.

John Latton's second wife, Letitia Pye, from Great Faringdon (near King-
ston Bagpuize in Berkshire), became the mother of nine offspring.

Item 7-41: John Latton's second wife, Letitia Pye.

Under Queen Anne—the last of the Stuarts, who reigned from 1702 to 
1714—John Latton was the deputy lieutenant of Surrey. Around 1710, he 
purchased Burwood Park, a large estate in Surrey. Then he became a favorite 
of the first Hanoverian monarch, George I, who reigned from 1714 to 1727.
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Places in Surrey associated with John Latton
In historical and genealogical documents, John Latton of Surrey is often 

designated as “of Esher” or “of Walton-on-Thames”. Major place names in 
Surrey associated with John Latton are indicated in the following map:

Item 7-42: Places in Surrey associated with John Latton [1645-1727].

John Latton married his first wife in Guildford (Surrey). The first 8 off-
spring of his second marriage were christened in Richmond, also in Surrey. 
In 1694, King William III granted Latton a lease of the Richmond lodge, 
along with the stewardship of the manor.

I have the impression that John Latton's first real acquisition of property 
in Surrey was the manor of Esher, located within the boundaries of the 
township of Walton-on-Thames (whence the two equivalent designations: 
“of Esher” and “of Walton-on-Thames”). This ancient manor belonged to Sir 
Thomas Lynch, who gave it to his daughter Philadelphia when she married 
Thomas Cotton on 18 November 1689. Then, at an unknown date, the young 
couple sold the Esher manor to John Latton. This purchase probably took 
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place after the birth of Latton's daughter Roberta, in 1700, because the next 
offspring, Joseph, was christened at Esher in 1704.

As for the property at Burwood Park, this acquisition seems to have taken 
place at a later date, around 1710. John Latton apparently liquidated his 
Esher and Burwood Park estates around 1716, well before his death. Still, in 
his will of 1727, he referred to himself as being “of Walton-on-Thames”, and 
he appears to have been buried in Esher. In other words, certain details of 
times and places are not yet totally clear.

John Latton’s will
Shortly before his death in November 1727, John Latton made a will.

Item 7-43: Opening of the will of John Latton [1645-1727].

This will, which can be found on the web, is displayed here in four parts:

Item 7-44: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 1 of 4.
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Item 7-45: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 2 of 4.

Item 7-46: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 3 of 4.
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Item 7-47: Will of John Latton [1645-1727], part 4 of 4.

Overview of John Latton's will
Surprisingly, the will of John Latton—dated “this thirtyeth day of October 

in the first year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the second by the 
grace of God of Great Britain at Anno Domini 1727” [item 7-47]—mentions 
few members of his large family:

• “my loving wife Frances”

• “my grandaughter Ann, the daughter of my late son William Latton”

• “my loving brother William Latton of Gray’s Inn”

• “my grandaughter Frances Johnson, the daughter of Colonel Johnson by my 
daughter Roberta”

• “William, the son of Sarah Latton, the widow of my said late son William”.

Apart from his late son William, and the latter's children William and 
Ann [item 7-39], the only other Latton offspring mentioned in the will was 
Roberta, described here:
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Item 7-48: Family of Roberta Latton.

It is strange that no other offspring [item 7-40] are mentioned.

John Latton’s brother William
John’s brother William Latton [1653-1732] was admitted to Wadham 

College at Oxford on 24 September 1670. This choice of a college may have 
been linked to the fact that this college was founded by an ancestor, Nicolas 
Wadham [1532-1609]. In 1685, William was a fellow of Wadham when the 
eldest illegitimate son of Charles II, the Duke of Monmouth, landed in 
south-west England in an attempt to dethrone the Catholic monarch James 
II, who had grown up in Oxford, where he had been taken prisoner at the 
age of twelve, on the eve of the execution of his father, Charles I. William 
Latton, like all Oxfordians, defended the king.

Item 7-49: William Latton volunteers to defend King James II.
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The “loving brother William Latton of Gray’s Inn” went down in literary 
history through a one-page letter to the dean of Ely, written on 10 January 
1728. It was published in John Nichols, Illustrations of the Literary History of 
the Eighteenth Century, vol 4, 1822.

Item 7-50: Letter from William Latton to the dean of Ely.

The erudite gentleman named John Nichols who chose William Latton’s 
letter as a specimen of 18th-century literature was the same man who wrote 
the story of the Leicestershire Skeffingtons, mentioned in chapter 5.
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Probate problem
Let us return to the will of John Latton [1643-1727]. At the end of the 

presentation of this will, a note in the margin is dated 24 January 1757 (three 
decades after Latton’s death):

Item 7-51: Note added three decades after the death of John Latton of Surrey.
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The subject of this note is exposed in a legal commentary that describes a 
judgment by Sir George Lee:

Item 7-52: Probate conflict concerning the will of John Latton of Surrey.

Sir George Lee’s judgment in favor of Ann Chamberlayne is summed up 
as follows: A mere trustee has no right by law to claim administration.
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Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough
The parents of John Latton of Surrey and William Latton of Gray's Inn 

were Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough.

Item 7-53: Family of Thomas Latton and Mary Ayscough.

As indicated in this chart, the village of Kingston Bagpuize was originally 
in Berkshire, but it became part of Oxfordshire in 1974.
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Possible link to Isaac Newton
Finding an Ayscough ancestor (from Lincolnshire) in our family tree, I 

was tempted to look for possible links to the great Isaac Newton.

Item 7-54: Ayscough ancestors of Isaac Newton.

John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize
The father of Thomas was John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize:

Item 7-55: Family of John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize and Katherine Hamon.

Later, I shall work back up from Katherine Hamon to ancient royalty.
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William Latton and Elizabeth Wilmott
John Latton of Kingston Bagpuize was the son of William Latton and 

Elizabeth Wilmott.

Item 7-56: William Latton and Elizabeth Wilmott, parents of John Latton.

John Latton, High Sheriff of Berkshire
William Latton was the eldest son of a family of almost a dozen offspring.

Item 7-57: Family of John Latton of Chilton.

Their father, John Latton, was a native of Chilton, 25 km north-west of 
Reading. In 1542, he bought a property in Kingston Bagpuize, south-west of 
Oxford. In 1589, under Elizabeth I, he became the High Sheriff of Berkshire.
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Earliest generations of Lattons
The following chart presents a dozen generations of Lattons preceding the 

High Sheriff of Berkshire:

Item 7-58: Earliest generations of Lattons.
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Old book mentioning the Latton family
Information about the Lattons is contained in The Antiquities of Berkshire 

by Elias Ashmole [1617-1692], published posthumously in 1719.

Item 7-59: Book describing the Latton family.

In a moment, I shall reproduce relevant pages of Ashmole’s book. First, 
let us look at a modern map to see the location of various places associated 
with the Lattons and mentioned in Ashmole's book.
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Latton territory: Berkshire yesterday, Oxfordshire today
The following map indicates Latton places that lie south of Oxford:

Item 7-60: Latton places, in Berkshire yesterday, in Oxfordshire today.

The positions on the map of four Latton villages can be indicated with 
respect to Abingdon, 13 km south of Oxford, near the gigantic figure of a 
white horse cut into the chalk of Uffington. The village of Kingston Bagpuize 
is located to the west of Abingdon, while the villages of Upton, Chilton and 
Blewbury lie to the south of Abingdon. Originally in Berkshire, these four 
villages have been designated, since 1974, as lying in Oxfordshire. The 
present-day Berkshire border runs to the south of Chilton.

Let us look now at the Latton pages in Ashmole's book.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 330

Item 7-61: Page 330 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 331

Item 7-62: Page 331 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 332

Item 7-63: Page 332 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 333

Item 7-64: Page 333 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 334

Item 7-65: Page 334 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 335

Item 7-66: Page 335 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 336

Item 7-67: Page 336 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 337

Item 7-68: Page 337 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 338

Item 7-69: Page 338 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 339

Item 7-70: Page 339 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 340

Item 7-71: Page 340 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole’s Antiquities of Berkshire, page 341

Item 7-72: Page 341 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Will of Anne Latton
Later on in his book, Ashmole has inserted a 15-page copy of the will of a 

16th-century Anne Latton, a daughter of John Latton of Chilton (Berkshire). 
The will starts out as follows [Ashmole page 346]:

Item 7-73: Page 346 of The Antiquities of Berkshire by Elias Ashmole.
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Ashmole's list of Lattons
Ashmole’s book contains a list of the early Lattons [items 7-67 and 7-68]. 

In the following chart, I have recopied Ashmole's list of 19 individuals while 
expanding his date indications into a more explicit form:

Item 7-74: Ashmole's list of Lattons.

The 19th individual, at the foot of Ashmole's list, is the William Latton 
whose name appears at the top of item 7-39: the father of the ambassador 
and the grandfather of the vicar of Woodhorn. My presentation of the early 
Lattons corresponds grosso modo to Ashmole's list.
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Monk named Latton
Ashmole's list [item 7-67] starts with a certain Roger de Latton, then a 

Walter de Latton, but no dates are indicated for these men man. Concerning 
the first individual, Ashmole refers us to the Latin Monasticon Anglicanum 
compiled by William Dugdale [1605-1686], who happened to be Ashmole's 
father-in-law. Published in 1692, this work described religious institutions in 
Britain. An enlarged English edition appeared in 1849.

Item 7-75: Title page of the enlarged 1849 edition of Monasticon Anglicanum.

Dugdale refers to this patriarch as “Rogero”, a monk at the hospital of 
Elsham Priory in North Lincolnshire, founded by Beatrice d'Amundeville. In 
his Notitia Monastica, Thomas Tanner [1674-1735] explained that Walter, a 
son of Beatrice d'Amundeville, had committed this hospital, before 1166, to 
the care of a prior and regular canons of the Order of St Austin, which was 
the archaic mendicant community of Augustinian monks, now referred to 
simply as the Order of St Augustine.
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Stuteville/Latton legend
At the start of his presentation of the Lattons [item 7-61], Ashmole states 

that the Lattons “derive themselves” from an ancient and celebrated family: 
the Estoutevilles of Normandy, whose name is generally written in English as 
Stuteville. Ashmole’s exclusive source of information concerning this 
Stuteville/Latton lineage was William Camden [1551-1623], England’s chief 
heraldic guardian from 1597 to 1623. Ashmole relayed Camden's opinion 
[item 7-62] that Walter de Latton could be identified as a descendant of the 
Stutevilles through his coat of arms.

Item 7-76: Latton arms issued (according to Camden) from the Stutevilles.

Ashmole indicated that these arms, with an engrailed (indented) X-form, 
had indeed been adopted by John Latton of Esher.

Concerning the alleged Estouteville/Latton lineage, I have run into three 
fuzzy zones, which caused me to wonder for a while whether this link might 
not be a mere legend.

• For the moment, I have never discovered any kind of X-shaped form in 
the armorial context of the ancient Estouteville family.

• Neither Camden nor even Ashmole [in copies of ancient documents from 
the British Library] offers a plausible genealogical account of the precise 
transition from the Estoutevilles to the earliest Lattons.

• Two or three sites in England, all mentioned explicitly in Domesday, have 
come to be known as Latton. And it is not at all certain that Camden/
Ashmole had in the mind the right site...
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Places designated today as Latton
The least likely place of origin of the Lattons was a district of Cheltenham 

in Gloucestershire that Domesday refers to as Lechetone. This name has been 
transcribed into Latton, but it is better known today as Leckhampton. A 
more likely place, referred to in Domesday as Latone, was located between 
Cirencester and Swindon in Wiltshire. Ashmole was particularly impressed 
by the existence of a corrody of 1305 [items 7-63 and 7-64] that guaranteed 
privileges at Cirencester to John de Latton and his wife Isabel. Today, there is 
a hamlet named Latton to the north of Cirencester Road, and a street called 
Latton Close in Swindon. This is surely the region evoked by Ashmole when 
he spoke [item 7-61] of “the family of Latton, of Latton in North Wiltshire”. 
But I have found no traces of any Stuteville presence in this area.

By far the most likely place of origin of the Lattons was Lattuna in Essex, 
which was not even mentioned, however, by Ashmole. Domesday spoke of 
three manors here, the third of which evolved into Latton Priory. In the 
Monasticon Anglicanum, Dugdale described Latton Priory in Essex, which 
was in existence before 1270. It housed a community of monks of the Order 
of St Augustin, as at Elsham. Curiously, however, Dugdale never suggested 
for an instant that the Elsham monk named Rogero de Latton might have 
come from Latton Priory! The author of Notitia Monastica was more elusive 
still: Thomas Tanner was not even sure whether the place in Essex should be 
named Latton or Lacton!

A detail in the modern English translation of Domesday [Ann Williams 
and G H Martin (editors), Domesday Book] is significant in the context of 
my forthcoming explanations concerning the likelihood that Latton Priory 
was the missing link between the Stutevilles and our English Lattons. At the 
start of their transcription of data on the third manor at Lattuna, the editors 
refer to this territory as the Land of Peter de Valognes. We shall see that Sibyl 
de Valognes was almost certainly the individual who established a marital 
link between the Stutevilles and Latton Priory.

Even John Pickering [1851-1926] made a note [item 6-35] suggesting that 
he sensed the relevance of Latton Priory in our genealogical context.

Item 7-77: John Pickering's notes mention Latton Priory.
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History of the Estouteville family
A French book on the Estouteville family, by Gabriel de La Morandière, 

Histoire de la maison d'Estouteville en Normandie, Charles Delagrave, Paris 
(1903), can be downloaded from the web.

Item 7-78: French-language book on Estouteville history.

In the mists of Viking legends, the patriarch was designated as Stoot, 
meaning big and robust. A second term was added to his name, Vogel, 
meaning bird. The Viking plunderer Stoot-Vogel was considered as a great 
bird of prey. The Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte, signed in 911 between the 
king of Western Francia, Charles III, and the Viking chief Rollo, gave the 
latter all the land between the River Epte (flowing into the Seine at Giverny) 
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and the sea,. This territory would be considered henceforth as the heart of 
Normandy (today's Upper Normandy). The Vikings also received, through 
that generous treaty, the totality of Brittany. In return for all this territory, 
they were expected to protect the French kingdom from maritime invaders. 
Consequently, our Viking “bird of prey” was transformed into a sedentary 
citizen of Normandy, and he was now known to his neighbors as Estout.

A century and a half later, a Norman descendant of the former pirate 
Stoot-Vogel, referred to as Robert d'Estouteville, was (according to the Battle 
Abbey Roll) a companion of William the Conqueror at Hastings. His son, 
Robert II of Estouteville, had six sons through his second wife, the Saxon 
Erneburge. These sons—named Robert, Richard, Osmond, Patrick, Jean and 
Eustache—were thought (by Gabriel de La Morandière) to be the founders of 
the English branches of the Estouteville family.

Much is still being published about this family, particularly on the web. I 
even found a commercial French-language publication of a few dozen pages, 
full of genealogical data and family shields, that describes the “dynasty”.

Item 7-79: Genealogical notes by Michel Démorest.

Let me now propose my personal “theory” on the Stuteville/Latton link.
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Speculations upon the origins of the Estouteville family
Here is the synthesis of my attempts to grasp some two or three centuries 

of ancient Estouteville genealogy:

Item 7-80: Ancient origins of the Estouteville family.

I insist upon the speculative nature of the early part of the above chart. 
The idea that there might have been an equivalence between the Verdun and 
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Estouteville families might be thought of, by certain historians, as fanciful.  
But I have not invented this idea, which has been expressed on the web by 
several researchers. I might point out that Norman settlers named Verdun 
were in fact the first landowners in the Leicestershire village of Skeffington: 
the source of my paternal ancestry. Consequently, the idea that ancient roots 
of my personal story might have once been intimately entangled in France is 
an attractive genealogical scenario. The place of alleged entanglement is a 
beautiful village in the Mayenne department: Ambrières.

Item 7-81: Ambrières (Mayenne) in the Loire region of France.

Was this the idyllic place in which a certain Robert de Verdun had a son 
who would become known as Robert d'Estouteville? Why not? In any case, 
researchers are advised to refrain from trying to locate an actual village 
named Estouteville. There is indeed a small locality named Estouteville-
Ecalles, some 20 kilometers north-east of Rouen, but it hardly appears to be 
the seat of a great Norman family.

Be that as it may, the people who concern us above all in the chart of item 
7-75 are the folk of the East Yorkshire village of Cottingham, just alongside 
Hull. In particular, the sheriff of Yorkshire Robert de Stuteville [1120-1186] 
had a second marriage with a certain Sibyl de Valognes. And Valognes is a 
name that rings a bell in post-Conquest English history.
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Intriguing blazon

I take the liberty of mentioning here a trivial detail 
that might (or might not) be totally insignificant. 
Here is the present-day blazon of Ambrières. Its form  
can be compared with the arms of item 7-76.

Item 7-82: Blazon of Ambrières.

Valognes family
The name of Pierre de Valognes occurs in the Dives-sur-Mer list of the 

Companions of William the Conqueror, compiled by Léopold Delisle. His 
great-granddaughter Sibyl de Valognes was the lady mentioned in item 7-75 
as the second wife of Robert de Stuteville, Sheriff of Yorkshire. The following 
chart shows the Valognes family:

Item 7-83: Descendants of Pierre de Valognes.

Using the charts of items 7-75 and 7-77, we can now examine the way in 
which the Stuteville/Latton evolution probably took place, at Latton in Essex, 
in the century that followed the Norman Conquest.
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Lattons of Latton Priory
The Lattuna manor of Pierre de Valognes in Essex is described as follows:
Turgis holds Latton of P[eter], which a free man held TRE as a manor and as 21/
2 hides and 30 acres of land. [There were] then 2 ploughs in demesne; now 1. The 
men [have] half a plough. Then as now [there was] 1 villan and priest. [There 
are] now 4 bordars. [There were] then 4 slaves; now none. [There is] woodland 
for 350 pigs. [There are] 35 acres of meadow. Then as now it was worth 60s.
 — Ann Williams and G H Martin (editors), Domesday Book, p 1029

It was located in the Hundred of Harlow: an Anglo-Saxon administrative 
entity corresponding roughly to the Danelaw term wapentake. The letters 
TRE stand for Tempore Regis Edwardi (in the time of Edward the Confessor) 
as opposed to TRW, Tempore Regis Willelmi (in the time of William). Prior to 
the Norman Conquest, Lattuna in Essex existed as a manor in which a priest 
and four slaves cohabited with 350 pigs. In 1086, at the time of Domesday, 
Pierre de Valognes was the tenant-in-chief (or overlord) of Latton, whereas 
the actual lord of the manor was a certain Turgis (also spelt Thorgisl), who 
cannot be identified precisely.

Detailed information on this Latton manor (one of three in Lattuna) is 
provided in the British History Online website:

The tenant in demesne in 1184, 1197, and 1201 was Ralph of Latton holding
1 knight's fee.

Here are the documentary sources for this information:
Pipe Roll 1186 (Pipe Roll Society. xxxiii), 133
Pipe Roll 1197 (Pipe Roll Society, new series, viii), 75
Pipe Roll 1201 (Pipe Roll Society, new series, xiv), 64

In other words, as early as 1184 (roughly, at the time of the Stuteville/
Valognes family), there was already an individual at the manor calling him-
self Ralph of Latton (who may well have been anterior to the monk Rogero 
de Latton). The web page provides another relevant element of information:

The overlordship descended in the Valognes family [...] until 1235...
There is no doubt in my mind that we have here an explanation of the 

origins of the link between the Stutevilles and the Lattons. Admittedly, if it is 
clear that the Latton “surname” was being used already at the time of the 
Stuteville/Valognes family, we cannot ascertain whether or not any of these 
primeval Lattons were in fact biological descendants of Robert de Stuteville 
and Sibyl de Valognes. But that is neither here nor there...
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Places to visit
Back in 1784, Latton Priory in Essex looked like this:

Item 7-84: Latton Priory, 1784.

This photo of Latton Priory dates from around 1930:

Item 7-85: Latton Priory, 1930.
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Today, the remains of Latton Priory can be found to the south of Harlow, 
in the Epping Forest region, at a place called North Weald Bassett. Google 
provides us with an aerial image of the remains of the priory:

Item 7-86: Google aerial view of the remains of Latton Priory.

In Normandy, the magnificent castle of the Estoutevilles can be found in 
their ancestral village of Valmont.

Item 7-87: Castle of the Estouteville family at Valmont.
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From the Lattons back to the Wadhams
Before our excursion into Latton territory, we saw that our 17th-century 

ancestor John Latton of Bagpuize married a Katherine Hamon [item 7-55], 
whose ancestral line takes us to the celebrated Wadham family.

Item 7-88: Ancestral line from our Lattons back to the Wadhams.

In the above chart, our central ancestor is Elizabeth Martyn, the daughter 
of Margaret Wadham, who was the sister of Nicholas Wadham [1532-1609], 
founder of Wadham College at the University of Oxford. Elizabeth’s first 
husband was Henry Brune, and this union gave rise to descendants named 
Floyer (not indicated in the chart). Elizabeth’s sister Anne married into this 
same Floyer family.

I might mention, at an anecdotal level, that these Floyers are the ancestors 
of the present-day Sarah Ferguson (former wife of Andrew, Duke of York), 
whose ancestral links with royalty were much the same as ours.
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Wadham College at Oxford

Item 7-89: Wadham College at the University of Oxford.

Information on the history of the colleges of Oxford is contained in a 
book dated 1810 by Alex Chalmers, made available today by Google.

Item 7-90: History of the colleges of Oxford.
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Earliest Wadhams
Some of the websites about the earliest Wadhams seem to reproduce 

pages from old editions of Burke publications.

Item 7-91: Earliest known Wadhams.

Let us return now to the union between our 16th-century ancestor 
Nicholas Wadham, Captain of the Isle of Wight, and a certain Jane Hill. Her 
maternal ancestors were named Stourton, and it is through them that we 
finally attain the realms of English royalty.
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Stourton ancestors
Data on the ancestry of Jane Hill, wife of Nicholas Wadham of Merrifield, 

has been extracted from various websites. At several places in the following 
chart, I have moved back up along maternal lines:

Item 7-92: Stourton ancestors.
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Ancestral line from Thomas Berkeley to King John
A maternal great-grandfather of Thomas Berkeley was King John, who 

signed the Magna Carta at Runnymede in 1215.

Item 7-93: Ancestral line from Thomas Berkeley to King John.
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Ancestral line from King John to William the Conqueror
King John, of course, had a celebrated great-great-grandfather: William 

the Conqueror.

Item 7-94: Ancestral line from King John to William the Conqueror.

Having reached this point in our ancestral research that started with the 
Pickerings, I do not intend to delve any further into the background of the 
Conqueror, since this subject is presented amply in countless contexts.
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Line of descent from the Conqueror down to the author
Here is my line of descent (a needle in a haystack) from the Conqueror:

Item 7-95: A line of descent from the Conqueror down to the author.
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Terminating my book with this diagram might suggest that an underlying 
purpose of this research into my paternal forebears—which started exactly a 
third of a century ago—was to demonstrate that a 73-year-old author named 
William Skyvington happened to be a descendant of 989-year-old William of 
Normandy. I would like to assure readers that my goals were far more subtle.

My grandfather “Pop” assured me that no traces of our ancestors could 
possibly exist in Great Britain. As for my grandmother “Ma”, she referred to 
her Irish Orangemen ancestors as if they were brave actors in a mysterious 
past, and she seemed to like the idea that she might have been related to the 
foolish explorer Thomas O’Hara Burke... but I do not recall her ever saying a 
word to me about forebears named Latton, Wadham and Berkeley, not to 
mention a line of kings named John, Henry and William.

May these pages enlighten the ghosts of my grandparents, and maybe 
convince them that all has not been lost. The past is still present in our lives.
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